
NYS BUDGET: DIFFICULT 
DECISIONS, CRITICAL 
RESTORATIONS
Getting NY Back on Track

Working with the Senate and Governor, we passed 
an on-time budget that closed a $10 billion budget 
deficit without raising taxes. We made difficult, crucial 
spending cuts, made government more efficient, but 
also won critical restorations that invest in education 
and reform health care while protecting children and 
seniors.

• reorganizing government -- the consolidation of state 
agencies will provide almost $50 million in savings

• restored $272 million state fiscal year in overall 
aid to education to help blunt the devastating cuts 
that would have jeopardized the quality education our 
children deserve, while helping keep property taxes in 
check

• spur job growth with new economic development 
proposals, including: 

 »establishment of 10 regional councils

 »expansion of the Excelsior Tax Benefit program

 »creating Recharge NY power program 
– permanent low-cost power for businesses

• reform health care by reining in Medicaid costs while 
ensuring quality care continues to be affordable and 
accessible

• restore $4.2 million to the Neighborhood Preservation 
Program and $1.7 million to the Rural Preservation 
Program to promote community renewal and 
economic development opportunities

• keep senior centers open by restoring over 
$36 million statewide in Title XX funds for local 
discretionary services -- including senior centers, 
housing improvement and homemaker services

• keep college affordable, NO SUNY tuition increase, 
restored $18 million to community colleges and 
ensuring TAP grants cover the cost of tuition at 
community colleges. Restored $60 million to SUNY 
teaching hospitals -- saving jobs and protecting health 
services provided to the communities they serve.



NYS BUDGET: DIFFICULT 
DECISIONS, CRITICAL 
RESTORATIONS
The Assembly recognized that New York, like the rest of 
the nation, was entering a period of economic decline 
and took steps to close $39 billion worth of deficits over 
four years by:

• closing a $10 billion gap for the 2011-2012 fiscal year

• closing a $9.2 billion budget deficit for the 2010-2011 
fiscal year

• closing New York State’s largest budget deficit in 
history -- $17.8 billion in the 2009-2010 fiscal year

• closing $2.2 billion budget deficit for the 2008-2009 
fiscal year

This budget was about compromise and working 
together to help move our state toward better fiscal 
health. As we move forward, we will continue to fight for 
working families.
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