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APRIL 2, 2020 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Media Contact: Lisa Derrick: derrickl@nyassembly.gov 
718-940-0428 

 

NYC to Provide Free "Grab and Go" Meals to All 

Starting tomorrow, meals will be available to both children and adults 
 

Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 
Health insurance enrollment deadline extended; safe streets program 

extended; tax liens sale postponed; democratic national convention postponed 
and more! 

 

 

   

NYS Confirmed: 92,381 



NYS deaths: 2,373  
NYC confirmed: 51,809 

Brooklyn confirmed:  13,290  
 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO 
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• Department of Health approved Northwell's protocol to 
allow BiPAP (Bilevel Positive Airway 
Pressure) machines to convert into ventilators. 

• Purchased 3,000 BiPAP machines from Phillips out of 
Pittsburg, 750 machines arrived yesterday and will be 
distributed. 

• Released 400 Ventilators to NYC Health and Hospital 
and 200 to Long Island and Westchester. 



• Currently using anesthesia machine ventilators and 
splitting ventilator tubes due to lack of ventilators. 

• 85,400 health professionals signed up to volunteer in 
Surge Healthcare Force, 21,000 are health professionals 
from out of state. 

• Small businesses and consumers facing experiencing 
economic hardships can defer paying their health 
insurance premiums through June 1, 2020. 

• Brooklyn Cruise Terminal expected to open this 
week. Will have 750 beds. 

• Staten Island hospital is being converted to accept 
only COVID-19 patients.  

• New York state will purchase supplies from 
manufactures who can make medical supplies. 

• Contact Empire State Development 
• Call: 212-803-3100 
• Email: Covid19supplies@esd.ny.gov 

• Total hospitalizations: 13,383. 
 

For more information visit here. 
 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
 

https://www.facebook.com/EmpireStateDevelopment/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAme-kMNcjAD6_c4We6dh3Hzu2QeF_Gvm9XvuW75SWHhPB-CWozjpJZqq-3ICJvDxHotYYypHGBuyLqFjREZjquOcNyIkrUNID6Lzftz_G2CCtxutevHZbZiX8E8qXFQEhMRhH-yxO5DoHe39HuoVc0aXjwZs3f08neMXJNuqYf71-BN822-zNdO8ZNS_-vTouKMFniudP_ZSZXvH5JqkgwalqpfxoBryYf3RgeKJ4bZZwCZObWPVklT80aOV-Jy1t3Q9ugqj1o6U5CrbJaFDO0MWbq3a23uWLBUenlD41t7hPO5X41qtgB9u08TNV_GoOZt61I1HwPrCsQog&__xts__%5B1%5D=68.ARAF4lXXXCfXbSgZnydsyJQsMaA8jQKH5Xvyr_Rv42zWQFY4r4b_rlq2KCXgxpoiYaAri3gOotu7tz52yLna2RANmBFQjIkXhkQ4ovcpckKff7H12Yu-GvjIHJx-ErSJjr9EJWUzoLkj5gw2KqfDg8KKXKbiIAWMRzORfpbGUQAr3m8MMgRPIRA-oBXwFbz6Xx7mhK2_tay6qNSB5luxqtJoS5bg_BO7yxg4u2qG3LBXQyCFrbzPdaNIIaFGX45qtjACEqBwse1iWhvgKi1GMjYqvIGhh64triUNziZsmGJA1AnJ-FqQxzve5b-RcVVqWbc21zNhdwWSn5r7wQ&__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBDvZrwMpinJz2S7ARTNaUq8JwLdgfQQARcgoRKvmtkbLe7DWuKIgHUuzNKFAOFTnKADEejvdZ86QvK&fref=mentions
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
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• Many hotels are 
providing discounted accommodations to hospital 
and nursing home employees. For more information 
visit here. 

• Extending the Safe Streets pilot program 
until Sunday, April 5th. Streets will be closed to cars at 
these locations: 

• Manhattan: Park Ave, between 28th and 34th 
• Brooklyn: Bushwick Ave, Johnson to Flushing 
• Bronx: Grand Concourse, between E. Burnside and 

184th 
• Annual tax lien sale is postponed until August. This 

change is for property owners who are impacted by 
COVID-19. 

https://www.nycgo.com/gnyha


• Seniors who are feeling isolated can join the Friendly 
Visiting Program. To join call 212-AGING-NYC (212-
244-6469). 

• Surgical and N95 masks are needed for healthcare 
workers, recommends people to use scarf, bandana or 
piece of clothing as masks due to lack of masks.  

• To donate or sell supplies call (833) NYC-0040 or email 
nyc.gov/HelpNow. 

• Will secure 2,500-3,000 ventilators by next week. 
• Training staff how to use BiPAP to lessen the need for 

ventilators. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
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• Starting tomorrow, 435 schools sites will provide 3 
meals a day to both children and adults. To find 
your school site text "FOOD" or "COMIDA" to 877-
877. No one will be turned away. 

• Distribution times: 



• 7:30 AM - 11:30 AM: for kids 
• 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM: for adults 

 

For more information visit here. 
 

BUSINESS 
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• The Federal Small Business Administration 
Paycheck Protection Program will give two-
year loans at 0.5% interest first come, first 
served. Here is some information about this program: 

• Businesses and nonprofits with a total of 500 or 
fewer employees are eligible to apply. 

• This is a $350 Billion federal loan program. 
• Loan is based on average payroll. 
• Maximum loan is $10 million. 

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/food/free-meals


• Loans can be forgiven. 
For more information visit here. 
 

• The Small Business retention grant program 
application will officially close on Friday at 5 pm, 
but the City will continue to serve small businesses 
through the Small Business Continuity 
Fund. Visit here for a list of the programs available 
to small businesses. 

 

HEALTH INSURANCE 
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The health insurance enrollment period has extended, the 
new deadline is May 15th . If you are without health 
insurance, you can apply here. You must apply 60 days with 
losing coverage. 

 

HOMEOWNERS 
 

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/top-priorities/cares-act/assistance-for-small-businesses
http://www.sba.gov/coronavirus
https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/
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The Center for NYC Neighborhoods is offering guidance 
to homeowners. They will provide assistance on how 
to leverage mortgage relief resources and foreclosure 
prevention. Please visit here for more information. They can 
also be reached at 646-786-0888 or  info@cnycn.org . 

 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION 
POSTPONED 

 

https://cnycn.org/covid-19-outbreak-homeowner-resources/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-2-20---NYC-to-Provide-Free--Grab-and-Go--Meals-to-All.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=7v1jKzB-Mlw
mailto:info@cnycn.org
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The Democratic National Convention, the convention where 
delegates select the Democratic Presidential Nominee, has 
been postponed. The original date was July 13th to the 16th 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. However, due to COVID-19 
concerns, the date has been moved to the week of August 
17th. For more information visit here. 

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
 

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2020-election/democratic-party-delays-july-convention-until-august-over-coronavirus-concerns-n1175046?fbclid=IwAR1pXmuIMFmqhDP0udJXPek9krAKbbHQ_nA6gq9tIdhnOqNJMeTT-fzMJRA


  



The New York City Housing Authority is currently 
hiring temporary workers to assist with the maintenance 
of properties throughout NYC. Please see flyer above for 
details. 

 

THANK YOU ESSENTIAL WORKERS 
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During these unprecedented and difficult times, we thank 
our essential workers who are serving on the front lines. 
This week we thank our Sanitation Workers for keeping 
our communities clean. 

 

AVOID SCAMS 
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• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office, fill 
out a complaint form. 

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220. 
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911. 
 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 
additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 

It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 

Visit this website for resources. 
 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page


NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test  (888-364-3065 ). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692 ). 
 

Volunteer to Support 
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 

Free Internet Services: 

Charter is offering free specturm broadband and WiFi 
access  for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call  844-488-8395 . 

Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here. 
 

In-District Businesses open/closed : Provided 
by Flatbush Avenue BID and Church Avenue BID : Visit 
Flatbush Avenue Business Directory here and Church Avenue 
Business directory here. Businesses open/closed: Provided 
by Flatbush Development Corporation : Visit Flatbush 
Business Corridor Directory here. Includes businesses located 
in: 

• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave) 
• Newkirk Plaza 
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Ditmas Park 

 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE SICK WITH COVID-19 
 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-2-20---NYC-to-Provide-Free--Grab-and-Go--Meals-to-All.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=7v1jKzB-Mlw
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-2-20---NYC-to-Provide-Free--Grab-and-Go--Meals-to-All.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=7v1jKzB-Mlw
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--4-2-20---NYC-to-Provide-Free--Grab-and-Go--Meals-to-All.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=7v1jKzB-Mlw
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ahdmNgBjLAvYnQ6NWyYLdtgRwPxV2CSeeFKswBu9rJA/edit#gid=2109303475
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PMdPqQZMHBtlmBTu6scfE7mVu44skrXYBqAUe_tMVAA/edit#gid=1924477808
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBG1XabfhNGT-2LohQI91_BQU8Rsm9H0M7_tmzw2RLs/edit#gid=1786321500


  

STAY INFORMED 
 



 

 

 

Health officials are working tirelessly to protect public health 
and contain this virus. And, as your representative in Albany, I 
am working to ensure that our state is putting the health and 
safety of our families first. 
 

Remember COVID-19 can affect any community and we must 
stand by one another during this time, not alienate, threaten or 
discriminate against others. 
 

For questions you can also reach out to the New York State’s 
novel coronavirus hotline at  1-888-364-3065 . For continuous 
updates, you can visit the following websites: 
 

• Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• World Health Organization (WHO) 

 

The CDC also now has the option for you to sign up for weekly 
updates on COVID-19. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.who.int/


New Yorkers Can Sign Up for Email Updates  Here  and Ask 
 

Questions About COVID-19  Here 
 

New Yorkers Can Find More Information About the New 
COVID-19 Paid Sick Leave Law  Here  

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 

Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the  Chair of the 

Subcommittee on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises 

(MWBEs) , and serves on the following committees:  Housing, Government Operations, 

Education , Banks, Health, and Higher Education . She is also a member of the Task Force on 

Women's Issues and sits on  Governor Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and 
Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force. 
 
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse 

Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning  immigration, education, economic 
development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen 

centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights , as well as other 
issues affecting the quality of life in the community. 
 

   
Learn more about  

Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her website: 
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte 

 

STAY CONNECTED 

      
   

 

 

 

https://now.ny.gov/page/s/coronavirus-updates
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/form/ask-us-a-question
https://www.governor.ny.gov/programs/paid-sick-leave-covid-19-impacted-new-yorkers
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/

