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MAY 16, 2020 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Media Contact: Lisa Derrick: derrickl@nyassembly.gov 
718-940-0428 

 

NYS Horse Race Tracks to Reopen June 1st 

(No Fans Allowed) 
 

Amid Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

Elective Surgeries Expanded in NYS; NYC Open Streets; FDA Authorizes New 
At-home COVID-19 Collection Kit; U.S. House Passes Stimulus Package; 

Home Emergency Assistance Program; and More! 
 

NYS Confirmed: 348,232 

NYS Deaths: 22,478 

NYC Confirmed: 191,600 

Brooklyn Confirmed: 51,991 
 

NYS: GOVERNOR CUOMO 
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• NYS total hospitalization rate is down, intubations are 
down and overall new COVID-19 cases are down. 

• NYS is looking to reopen economic activities without 
having crowds or gatherings. 

• Governor announced that we are opening horse 
racing tracks across the state on June 1st without 
fans. 

• Watkins Glen International race track will also 
open June 1st. 

• NYS will issue guidance on how they can open 
safely in the coming week. 

• NYS looking to have NY Mets and NY Yankees 
games without fans present. 

• Westchester and Suffolk County residents are now eligible 
for elective surgeries and ambulatory care. 

• Governor Cuomo indicates that even as we reopen we 
have to remain vigilant. 

 

NYC: MAYOR DE BLASIO 
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NYC Open Streets:  
The Mayor announced an initiative to extend open street space 
in New York to provide room for people to practice social 
distancing. Individuals or organizations that wish to have 
other New York City streets considered for the Open Streets 
program may submit their suggestions here . Please note 
that submitting an application does not guarantee acceptance. 
To view current Open Street locations, visit here. 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/nycopenstreetscommunityrequest
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openstreets.shtml


• Today, the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration announced the authorization of a 
COVID-19 at-home collection kit. The newly-approved 
kit made by Everlywell, will allow an individual to take a 
nasal sample and send it to a lab for testing. This kit is 
available by prescription only. For more information 
visit here. 

• Yesterday, The U.S. House of Representatives passed 
a new $3 trillion COVID-19 relief package. The package 
will now be sent to the Senate for a vote. The President 
has already indicated that he plans to veto the bill. 
However, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she is open to 
negotiating with the Senate. For more information 
visit here. 

 

HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
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The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) application 
period has extended until June 30th. This program helps 
"low-income homeowners and renters pay for utility and 
heating bills." HEAP also provides cooling assistance to those 
eligible. For more information visit here. 

 

UNITY BENEFIT CONCERT 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/16/us/coronavirus-live-updates.html#link-1f3a5d80
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/house-vote-3t-relief-package-doa-senate/story?id=70681205
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/hra/help/energy-assistance.page
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The  Haitian Times and  The Haitian Medical 
Association Abroad present a Unity Benefit on Sunday, 
May 17th  from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. For more information call 
(800) 865-2950. To view the concert tomorrow, visit here. 

 

HAITIAN UNITY DAY 
 

https://www.facebook.com/TheHaitianTimes/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARC_5bdaovjzBCNQ8k53TMc0xTyJtffbLr56GD0i2lm5G30utPgPCKYSJod0WvlG7siKNIQFItS9LO6f&hc_ref=ARSCcvb2_NBK29ryGodGsmiOk2IgoGXlyfcedPEjcxlQrimWySYZo19rfuVUi7D9RXc&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARANRh309kLfYd8KzGttCWTA74iQRBLySB1b-AONogvXpE6SBhFibUmPDlSQiSPglaqLiIbJMuHrTEhX30oFUV9tljcMgki6Yc_A7WQ_yR081AOcbnhoFxkzKtz5eWxUF5IFmvdOEkc4SvRBiQ4_HS9K_NYb68p6HCx99N-Mup6e6MyDL-NKkt0J-JPlzMoOA9mI4MUnAS1bCe1F7HRxIE430UgKZf_HeqYu9glY7x0mQVAjXnzlJFbuavZN74VyQd3KSF94uMMPqoDaMTCflzWqge6atrwRkPnHU2WYKukoJdfvrY9EHERWIhqODXXHqVB_ofz2


  

Join Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte and 
the Haitian-American Legislative Caucus on Haitian 
Flag Day, Monday, May 18th, from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m, for 
a virtual celebration of Haitian culture. To register in advance, 
visit here. You can watch the video on Monday, here. 

 

ALTERNATE SIDE PARKING 
 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_W-Qb3sN5QzyTjjd3fpcOyQ
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/


  

Mayor De Blasio announced 
that  Alternate Side Parking will 
be suspended through Sunday, May 17th. Alternate Side 
Parking will resume Monday, May 18th to the Sunday, 
May 24th to allow for a week long cleaning sweep of the City. 
Alternate Side Parking will be suspended again from 
Monday, May 25th to Sunday, June 7th. 

 

COVID-19 TESTING IN FLATBUSH 
 



  

  

  

We have a drive through and walk-in  COVID-19 
testing site in the  42nd Assembly District . You must make 
an appointment before visiting the center or you will be turned 
away. To make an appointment you must  contact the NYS 
Department of Health at  888-364-3065. 

 

  

  



  

PEDIATRIC MULTI-SYSTEM 
INFLAMMATORY SYNDROME 
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Governor Cuomo announced that a new investigation is under 
way regarding potential COVID-19 related  cases in 
children. Symptoms can be compared to Kawasaki disease 
and toxic shock-like syndrome.  The Department of Health 
issued an advisory of what’s called the “ Pediatric Multi-
System  
Inflammatory Syndrome,” and now requires healthcare 
providers to immediately report all related cases. The 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene released a health 
advisory detailing current findings. 

• New Yorkers should seek immediate care if a child has: 
• Prolonged fever (more than five days) 
• Difficulty feeding (infants) or is too sick to drink 

fluids 
• Severe abdominal pain, diarrhea or vomiting 
• Change in skin color - becoming pale, patchy and/or 

blue 
• Trouble breathing or is breathing very quickly 
• Racing heart or chest pain 
• Decreased amount of frequency in urine 
• Lethargy, irritability or confusion 

 

THANK YOU ESSENTIAL WORKERS 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dg3HEKLR5kuLoHJa01ztfAXudjc9lpHL1VR-4MwlYHWO1sLFK6R6LacZpOgqGDp-ObowpYjshBaeovcDf35U8gs77flAPAejRQqr6cuhOh4DQj3BcYgMZR2baQrNJRGwNRTUpDIU-0_bbGLiF-2FQXYyw2MYYE9TcyVoQYWl5_DWR-v18YUSF8ypcq9uzWhIEihWxpF3kCb4Prz4JsKWOmmWuDAnP6z1mFvcKtTyibBYgKYiR_wAox_BUMRtK6f_JTPXYAHCw_A=&c=ALExGcpev682_4F3HPPl1V5LoLRQyTg3uagCHrAJ1uw4us-f5j7w4w==&ch=2HFgeOAVujYbsDwXpwqDEdoDyIrSu3Vsb_xLCHK2DbC2lw-TD4T_OA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dg3HEKLR5kuLoHJa01ztfAXudjc9lpHL1VR-4MwlYHWO1sLFK6R6LacZpOgqGDp-ObowpYjshBaeovcDf35U8gs77flAPAejRQqr6cuhOh4DQj3BcYgMZR2baQrNJRGwNRTUpDIU-0_bbGLiF-2FQXYyw2MYYE9TcyVoQYWl5_DWR-v18YUSF8ypcq9uzWhIEihWxpF3kCb4Prz4JsKWOmmWuDAnP6z1mFvcKtTyibBYgKYiR_wAox_BUMRtK6f_JTPXYAHCw_A=&c=ALExGcpev682_4F3HPPl1V5LoLRQyTg3uagCHrAJ1uw4us-f5j7w4w==&ch=2HFgeOAVujYbsDwXpwqDEdoDyIrSu3Vsb_xLCHK2DbC2lw-TD4T_OA==


  

During these unprecedented and difficult times,  we thank 
our essential workers who are serving on the front lines. 
Today, we thank our  Postal Workers for connecting 
families friends and colleagues while apart. 

 

AVOID SCAMS 
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• Notify NYC: Beware of COVID-19 scams! 
• Report price gouging to 311 or NYC.gov/dcwp. You can 

also file a complaint to the Attorney General's office by 
filling out a complaint form. 

• NYS Price Gouging Hotline: 800-697-1220. 
• CDC staff will NOT go door-to-door. If you experience 

this, call 911. 
 

SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJSCiBRxmRarB7T2EK3M0lBVv-ACpF7kmssfF-82rDXVjEEodwnwX_l7JVTdd1kdpLO_utB_XpnVk=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MyT68t5NHNpdX7jQe6omGFeCNoxOdQeZIVLR52F3RebW0vEaR0IaZxS9iO0BVNtJD5t2hl7DxrWhnf3wYikuzmU9EwlN_I5VWVEaen4JLhqY4C_Fiz8teMT-UBsbZ_IeLThSMnI9pBwVTaCH6-EfZk8mgRimjPk-C_EmxXpFiuc=&c=QAVZV3Vjpx8e5Ar-dAjkFMZt-rAa3vROVyoDmZtfrtl37VLJ14F18w==&ch=xAPbLEJ9Bh0dyLu1EGO0WKwyOg8jFqkYnM-08LHPNuhsBhEzq4iJCQ==
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Due to the impact of COVID-19 on New York City's workforce, 
the City of New York has developed a list of resources for those 
who may be unemployed due to COVID-19 or are seeking 
additional assistance. The list below will be updated 
frequently. 
 
It has information on the following categories: 

• Employment Resources 
• Food Assistance 
• Health & Medical Assistance 
• Financial Assistance 
• Rent Arrears and Public Assistance 
• Emotional Support & Spiritual Care 
• Other Assistance 

 
Visit this website for resources. 
 
NYS Department of Health Hotline for people who want 
to be assessed and get appointment for test  (888-364-3065 ). 
NYC residents should call (844-692-4692 ). 
 
Volunteer to Support 
Others: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/c
ovid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers. 
 
Free Internet Services: 
Charter is offering free spectrum broadband and WiFi 
access  for 60 days to household with K-12 and/or 
college students who do not already have Spectrum 
broadband subscription. To enroll, call  844-488-8395 . 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/resources/covid-19-services-resources.page
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--5-16-20---NYS-Horse-Race-Tracks-to-Reopen-June-1st.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=xjvdjYYrNyM
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--5-16-20---NYS-Horse-Race-Tracks-to-Reopen-June-1st.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=xjvdjYYrNyM
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/helpnownyc/resources/covid-19-relief.page#healthcare_workers
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Coronavirus-Update--5-16-20---NYS-Horse-Race-Tracks-to-Reopen-June-1st.html?soid=1103413547828&aid=xjvdjYYrNyM


Until further notice, all Xfinity WiFi Public Hotspots are now 
open to everyone on the "xfinitywifi" SSID. For more 
information visit here. 
 
Dial-A-Teacher 
Students grades K through 5 can receive homework 
help from classroom teachers using Dial-A-Teacher. Fill out 
this form to get a call from a teacher. The hours of operation 
are Monday through Thursday, 4 p.m to 7 p.m. Due to 
limitations, the current subjects that are available are English 
and Math. Dial-A-Teacher is hoping to expand their services 
to include other subjects, grades and languages soon. For 
more information, visit here. 

 

 

 

  

IMMIGRATION 
• If you or a loved one is in need of free Immigration 

assistance, please call CUNY Citizenship Now at 646-
664-9400 or text at 929-334-3784, Monday to Friday 
from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Visit their website for more 
information. 

• Open Society Foundation has established 
the Immigrant Emergency Relief Program which is 
a $20 million fund that will provide 20,000 
undocumented immigrants with a one-time monetary 
emergency relief. 

• $400/individual 
• $800/couple or single parent with children 
• $1,000/family with multiple adults and children 
• for more information, click here. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

SMALL BUSINESS 
• The Federal Government is offering programs to support 

small businesses: 
• Paycheck Protection Program a loan that will 

be forgiven if employees are retained on payroll for a 
period of time. For more information, click here. 

• Economic Injury Disaster Loan is a low interest 
loan to cover expense beyond payroll costs. For 
more information, click here. 

• New York City Small Business Services has a host of other 
services for small businesses including grant and loan 
opportunities. For more information, click here. 

 

 

 

  

In-District Businesses open/closed: Provided 
by Flatbush Avenue BID and Church Avenue BID: Visit 

https://corporate.charter.com/newsroom/charter-to-offer-free-access-to-spectrum-broadband-and-wifi-for-60-days-for-new-K12-and-college-student-households-and-more
http://tutor.dialateacher.org/
https://www.uft.org/your-union/uft-programs/dial-a-teacher
https://www1.cuny.edu/sites/citizenship-now/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/262-20/mayor-de-blasio-new-york-city-covid-19-immigrant-emergency-relief-program-open
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/economic-injury-disaster-loan-emergency-advance
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/sbs/businesses/covid19-business-outreach.page


Flatbush Avenue Business Directory here and Church Avenue 
Business directory here. Businesses open/closed: Provided 
by Flatbush Development Corporation: Visit Flatbush 
Business Corridor Directory here. Includes businesses located 
in: 

• Cortelyou Road (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Coney Island Avenue (Cortelyou Road - Foster Ave) 
• Newkirk Plaza 
• Newkirk Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Foster Avenue (Coney Island Ave - Ocean Ave) 
• Ditmas Park 

 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE SICK WITH COVID-19 
 

  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ahdmNgBjLAvYnQ6NWyYLdtgRwPxV2CSeeFKswBu9rJA/edit#gid=2109303475
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PMdPqQZMHBtlmBTu6scfE7mVu44skrXYBqAUe_tMVAA/edit#gid=1924477808
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sBG1XabfhNGT-2LohQI91_BQU8Rsm9H0M7_tmzw2RLs/edit#gid=1786321500


STAY INFORMED 
 

 

 

 
Health officials are working tirelessly to protect public health 
and contain this virus. And, as your representative in Albany, I 
am working to ensure that our state is putting the health and 
safety of our families first. 
 
Remember COVID-19 can affect any community and we must 
stand by one another during this time, not alienate, threaten or 
discriminate against others. 
 
For questions you can also reach out to the New York State’s 
novel coronavirus hotline at  1-888-364-3065 . For continuous 
updates, you can visit the following websites: 
 

• Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• World Health Organization (WHO) 

 
The CDC also now has the option for you to sign up for weekly 
updates on COVID-19. 

 

New Yorkers Can Sign Up for Email Updates  Here  and Ask 
 
Questions About COVID-19  Here 
 
New Yorkers Can Find More Information About the New 
COVID-19 Paid Sick Leave Law  Here 

 

  

  

Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte represents the 42nd Assembly District in Brooklyn covering 

Ditmas Park, Flatbush, East Flatbush and Midwood. She is currently the  Chair of the 

Subcommittee on Oversight of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises 

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.who.int/
https://now.ny.gov/page/s/coronavirus-updates
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/form/ask-us-a-question
https://www.governor.ny.gov/programs/paid-sick-leave-covid-19-impacted-new-yorkers


(MWBEs) , and serves on the following committees:  Housing, Government Operations, 

Education , Banks, Health, and Higher Education . She is also a member of the Task Force on 

Women's Issues and sits on  Governor Cuomo's Domestic Violence Advisory Council and 

Mayor De Blasio's MWBE Task Force. 
 
As a current Assemblymember, District Leader, and Chair of Brooklyn Democratic Party, Rodneyse 

Bichotte has been an outspoken advocate on issues concerning  immigration, education, economic 

development, unemployment, education reform, health care access, senior citizen 

centers, affordable housing, school safety, women's and LGBTQ rights , as well as other 

issues affecting the quality of life in the community. 
 

   
Learn more about  

Rodneyse Bichotte by visiting her websites: 
http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte 

and www.rodneysebichotte.net  
 

STAY CONNECTED 

      
   

 

 

 

http://nyassembly.gov/mem/Rodneyse-Bichotte
http://www.rodneysebichotte.net/
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/
https://www.facebook.com/RodneyseBichotte/
https://twitter.com/AMBichotte
https://www.instagram.com/rbichotte/

