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We are in the midst of fighting for a state budget that ensures equitable and just investments in the issues that matter most in our
communities, like education, housing, public transportation, environmental justice and health care. As a mom, | joined other mothers
in the legislature to relentlessly advocate for our public schools and ensure robust funding for education, universal school meals, and
affordable child care. As part of the #MomSquad, | wrote a letter, signed by 18 legislators who are mothers, in support of our schools that
garnered bipartisan support, and rallied alongside parents and advocates to tax the wealthiest New Yorkers in order to fund the programs
and services that lift families and communities out of poverty. In a state as abundant as ours, we do not need to choose the billionaire
class over our children.

Back in the district, | visited each of my schools, learning about the challenges that the school communities face, and listening to the
solutions proposed by the student body and administration. We also hosted Mobile Office Hours at the newly-renovated Steinway Library
in Astoria and at the Southridge NORC in Jackson Heights, where | got to hear from constituents and provide services onsite. Our paper
shredding events continue to be popular and we host ongoing housing rights clinics and immigration clinics. While | am in Albany for a
few days of the week through the legislative session that ends in June, my office is always here to serve you!
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e SUMMER MEALS FOR CHILDREN
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Starting this year, children eligible for free and reduced-
price meals during the summer months will be eligible
to receive Summer EBT benefits, a permanent, federal
program that will provide $40 per month in federal grocery
support for the summer.
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e CONTINUAL HEALTH CARE
COVERAGE FOR CHILDREN
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I introduced a bill (A.8146) that is included in our proposed
state budget that would provide continual health care
coverage for children who are enrolled in Medicaid or
Child Health Plus (CHIP) from birth until they reach the
age of six, regardless of changes in their household’s
income.
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 FULLY FUND THE MTA AND
IMPROVE BUS FREQUENCY
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Funds generated from congestion pricing will combat
climate change and provide New Yorkers with the
world class transit system they need and deserve. | am
advocating for a $90 million investment in this budget in
order to improve bus frequency and expand the fare-free
bus pilot. Our transportation infrastructure is critical to
get New Yorkers to their destinations safely and on time.
Better buses means safer streets, faster commutes, and
cleaner air for New Yorkers.
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Coverage For All (A.3020-B), a bill which would allow low-income,
undocumented immigrants between the ages of 19-64 to enroll in
New York State’s Essential Health Plan, is critical to the health and
well-being of our entire community. This bill will not only improve
the health outcomes of New Yorkers, but it will also save the state
over $400 million in Emergency Medicaid spending.
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ADDRESSING FOOD INSECURITY
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Over 2.8 million New Yorkers participate in SNAP (the federal
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program), but participating
households saw an average loss of $151 per month, while some saw
their monthly benefits drop to just $23 per month after the COVID
emergency allotment ended. SNAP is a proven tool for supporting
jobs and grocers while stimulating local economies. | introduced
a bill (A.6214) that will increase the minimum benefit to $100 per
month, and another bill (A.4096) that would require the state to
install a secure chip on the EBT card to prevent public assistance
from being stolen from families experiencing food insecurity. In
addition, | advocated for funding for the Nutrition Outreach and
Education Program that provides families one-on-one support to
apply for SNAP. Every dollar invested in SNAP generates up to $1.80
in local economic benefits.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

Introducing Legislation that Protects Victims of
Human Trafficking (CARES Act)

Honoring the Legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr.

On MLK Day, | joined neighbors in a march along the 34th Ave. Open Street,

Protecting and supporting victims of human trafficking is paramount to the
safety of our community. | stood with advocacy groups during Human Trafficking
Awareness Month in Corona Plaza to launch the New York Connect and Recognize
Every Survivor (CARES) Act (A.8318) that will provide a safety net and medical
assistance to undocumented victims of crime, including trafficking. Victims need
resources, not criminalization.
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We teamed up with government agencies
and community partners to bring mobile
office hours to different neighborhoods in
the district. We are grateful to our hosts
atthe Queens Public Library and Selfhelp
Community Services.
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New York City is experiencing devastating weather changes and it is communities
of color and low-income residents that suffer the most. The NY Heat Act (A 4592-B)
protects New Yorkers from bill hikes and will increase energy efficiency with
upgrades to every household. | proudly joined advocates at NYCHAs Woodside
Houses to fight for climate justice for the future of all of New York.
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honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.| am grateful to partner with the
Community Organization Food Bank of Corona and the LAMS Glee Club Program
for our gathering
and the reminder
to live the values of
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. everyday.
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As a mom of a public
school child, | understand
first-hand how important
ourlocal public schools are
for the education and well-
being of the child. | visited
every school in my district to
hearfirst-hand the priorities
of our school community.
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Fighting to End Traffic Violence and
Pass Sammy's Law

Western Queens has experienced too many deaths this year due to traffic
violence. We can't continue the trend of only making street safety improvements
after each crash, so my colleagues and | have put together a Western Queens
Street Safety Plan. We are calling on the NYC Department of Transportation to
make neighborhood-wide
improvements. We've lost
too many of our neighbors,
including children. It's time
to act. Read more at bit.ly/
wagstreetsafetyplan.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Free Paper Shredding Events

Saturday, June 15, from 10:00am - 1:45pm at Northern Playground, located at
Northern Blvd, between 93rd and 94th Sts. in Jackson Heights, NY 11372 (Look
for the USA shred truck).

Saturday, October 12, from 10:00am - 1:45pm at the Jackson Heights
Shopping Center, in the parking lot of 75-35 31st Ave. in East EImhurst, NY
11370 (Look for the USA shred truck).

Mobile Office Hours

Join us for our next Mobile Office Hours on Friday, May 3 from
1:00 to 3:00pm at Woodside Houses Senior Center Samaritan Daytop
Village, 50-37 Newtown Rd, Woodside, NY 11377.

Housing Rights Clinics

We are working with the non-profit legal housing advocacy organization,
Communities Resist, to host Housing Rights Clinics in our office from 10:00am
to 1:00pm on the following dates: May 16, June 20, October 17 and November
14. Please call our office to learn about upcoming clinics and to make an
appointment with an attorney.
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75-35 31st Avenue, Suite 206-B
East ElImhurst, NY 11370
gonzalezrojasj@nyassembly.gov
718-457-0384
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To Sign Up for Our Weekly E-Newsletter, Please Email Us at gonzalezrojasj@nyassembly.gov.
Please write "Add to Email" in the subject line.

FOR AN APPOINTMENT, KINDLY CONTACT US AT:
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What Our Office Can Help You With

- Senlor Citzen Rent ncrease  Disability RentIncrease _ Social Security Retirement Benefis (S5A)
Exemption (SCRIE) Exemption Program (DRIE)
v Unemployment v Disaster Relief

\(Heanh/MedlcaHIStnbr
Services
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 Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

 Rental Assistance
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