
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

We are mourning yet another senseless tragedy, the horrific shooting of ten
people at Tops Grocery store in Buffalo, New York. More is to be uncovered
about the terror attack but it is clear that the gunman was motivated by hate
and white supremacist ideology. We must disarm those who harbor
dangerous and hateful ideology, and root out racially-motivated violent
extremism in our State and Nation. 

I am pleased to report that we won Roosevelt Island majority resident control
on its governing board with the passage of our legislation to bring greater
accountability and transparency to the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation (RIOC) board. Another bill passing both houses this session
requires the RIOC Chief Executive Officer to be a resident.  

Consider joining us for one of our upcoming events: 

Tuesday, May 17 at 6:00 pm on Zoom and Facebook Live- Town Hall
Tuesday featuring the NYPD 19th Precinct Crime Prevention
Officers.  RSVP and submit questions here.

Wednesday, May 18 from 10:00 am- 2:00 pm at the District Office of
Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79
Streets) - Rent Freeze Enrollment Clinic. RSVP by calling 212-288-
4607.

Thursday, May 19 from 12:00 pm to 2:00 pm at the District Office of
Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79
Streets) - No-Cost Face Covering Giveaway. RSVP here.

Thursday, May 19 from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm on Zoom - Virtual Knitting
Social on zoom. RSVP here.

Tuesday, May 24 from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm - No-Cost Housing Legal
Clinic. RSVP by calling 212-288-4607.

Please don't hesitate to reach out to our community office if we can be of
assistance.

https://forms.gle/o76p412xNi8dXnja6
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYmuXsjH3zkoICFjxqAxWhdRV7czarMAcJM_gRgKQzxF6z6Q/viewform
https://forms.gle/FEskke7seot1Uh5A9
https://rooseveltislanddaily.news/2022/05/12/its-a-big-win-for-roosevelt-island-seawright-leads-rioc-reforms/
https://www.ourtownny.com/features/people/william-villanova-there-s-a-lot-of-planning-that-goes-into-life-and-death-BF2043355
https://twitter.com/Rebecca76AD
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofrebecca
https://www.facebook.com/RebeccaASeawright


Phone: 212.288.4607
Email: SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov

Sincerely,

RSVP Here 

https://forms.gle/o76p412xNi8dXnja6


As Featured in the Roosevelt Island Daily 

It's a big win for Roosevelt Island. Seawright leads RIOC Reforms

When I talked with State Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright one afternoon by the big window
in Nisi, I stressed - as others had before me - that RIOC must be changed. That is, in ways that
make the state agency more responsive to Roosevelt Islanders. In a healthy partnership with
Senator José...

Read More In The Roosevelt Island Daily 

Seawright Wins Battle for Residents’ Control On Roosevelt Island
Governing Board

The New York State Legislature approved Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright's
legislation giving residents a majority vote on the governing board of the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation.

The measure is part of a series of reforms to bring greater accountability and
transparency to the board, which serves more than 12,000 residents.

Under the Seawright legislation, five of the nine appointees to the board, a majority,

https://rooseveltislanddaily.news/2022/05/12/its-a-big-win-for-roosevelt-island-seawright-leads-rioc-reforms/


must reside on the island. The governor appoints four resident board members. The
mayor appoints one resident board member.

The full board of 9 is comprised of the New York State Division of Housing and
Community Renewal commissioner serving as chair, the New York State Director of
Budget, 5 gubernatorial appointees, and 2 mayoral appointees.  

“The Founding Fathers’ cry of “no taxation without representation” has somehow
eluded the Board of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation,” said
Seawright. "This long overdue reform will finally give residents a majority on the
governing board to fight for a better Roosevelt Island.”

State Senator José M. Serrano sponsored the companion bill in the Senate. The
measure now moves to the desk of Governor Kathy Hochul for her signature.

The Legislature also approved a separate bill sponsored by Seawright and Serrano
requiring the corporation's Chief Executive Officer to reside on the island. A non-
resident CEO would be required to relocate to the island within one year of
appointment.

East Side Middle School Annual Auction:
Seawright Announces $500,000 for Play Yard

Accessibility Improvements 

It was the Year of The Tiger at the East Side Middle School Auction. 



Principal David Getz and Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright.  

Community Office Rent Freeze Clinic With New York
City Department of Finance

Join Us At The Next Clinic This Wednesday, May 18



Michael, Marco and Melissa from the Department of Finance (DOF) standing with Madison,
Constituent Liaison to Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright for the rent freeze clinic. 

If you missed the clinic on May 11, DOF will be back this Wednesday, May 18 at the District Office
of Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright from 10:00am-1:00pm.  

Seawright Submits Testimony To Rent Guidelines Board

Rent increases for the over one million rent stabilized tenants in New York City are
determined by a vote of the Rent Guidelines Board (RGB).  

Seawright has submitted testimony and cosigned a letter to urge Chairman David
Reiss and the Rent Guidelines Board to freeze rents in both one and two year leases
or propose the lowest increase possible for rent stabilized apartments.  

The RGB took a preliminary vote on the rent increases for the next round of one-
and two-year leases. The board approved the following ranges to increase rent in
the preliminary vote:

One-year regulated leases: 2 to 4%
Two-year regulated leases: 4 to 6%

Their decision will affect leases that begin between October 1, 2022 and September
30, 2023.
The board must set rent levels by July 1, and the final vote takes place in June.  

Between now and that final vote, the board will hold two hearings to take testimony
from the public on how it should set guidelines:

Monday, June 13 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Jamaica Performing Arts Center



153-10 Jamaica Ave., Queens

Wednesday, June 15 from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Hostos Community College
450 Grand Concourse, The Bronx

You can submit testimony ahead of the hearings here.  
For instructions on how to submit a video, visit the RGB’s website.

Seawright Presents "Our Town Thanks You" (OTTY)
Award

Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright, East 79 Street Neighborhood Association member John
McClement and Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine. 

https://rentguidelinesboard.cityofnewyork.us/about/email-the-rgb/?utm_source=Open+Newsroom+Rent+Updates&utm_campaign=74b85cdba2-Rent+update+issue+3_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bde3f24ce8-74b85cdba2-24048232
https://nyc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=73d98c6dfc90032198ec7bdee&id=549af6df9a&e=7463693a01


Editor-In-Chief of Our Town Alexis Gelber welcomed everyone to the OTTY Awards Ceremony. 

Seawright presented the award to William Villanova. His OurTown profile is linked
here. 

Last August, Frank E. Campbell The Funeral Chapel hosted a comedy show, an unusual pairing of
venue and entertainment. But the Upper East Side chapel, famed for organizing funeral services
for leaders and legends ranging from Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis to The Notorious B.I.G., is far
from ordinary.

Read More

CUNY Law Alum and Chair of CUNY Board of Visitors
Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright Addresses CUNY

Law Class of 2022 

https://www.ourtownny.com/features/people/william-villanova-there-s-a-lot-of-planning-that-goes-into-life-and-death-BF2043355


Seawright brought greetings to the class of 2022.  She is a CUNY Law Alum '92 and Chair of the
Board of Visitors.  



The graduates reciting "The Lawyer's Pledge."

Queens College Gala 



Audrey Smaltz, Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright, and Gail Annette Marquis, a Queens
College graduate and former Olympic basketball player in 1976.  

Upcoming Events















Aycock Pavillion Events 

60th Street and the East River Esplanade

Free Ice Cream Pops, Live Music and do-it-yourself kids’ craft activities on
the beautiful 60th St & East River Waterfront!

Saturday, June 4
1 - 4 pm - French Cookin' Blues Band 

Saturday, June 11
1 - 4 pm - Gene Casey and the Lone Sharks Band

{View as Webpage}
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