
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

On January 15, we celebrate one of
the greatest activists and advocates
for social justice in our nation’s
history: Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. His movement resulted in the
passage of monumental legislation
including the Civil Rights Act of
1964 outlawing discrimination in
public places such as schools,
businesses and places of
employment and the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 outlawing racial
discrimination in the process of
voting and registering to vote. We can all celebrate his life and legacy by
considering what we can do to extend a compassionate hand to our neighbors
today and throughout the year. 

As Chair of the People with Disabilities Committee I led a letter to Governor
Hochul for the inclusion of a 3.2% cost of living increase and the Direct
Support Wage Enhancement to support New York’s Direct Support
Professionals. Governor Kathy Hochul gave her State of the State Address
Tuesday highlighting the 2024 Budget Priorities for the Assembly and Senate
and we are advocating for her to include these measures in the Executive
Budget to be released January 16.

My breast cancer screening expansion legislation is featured in Our Town this
week. The legislation extends insurance coverage for breast cancer screening
to “second-degree” family relationships such as grandmother-granddaughter
or aunt-niece, closing a critical gap for early detection. 

There are upcoming opportunities for public comment to the State Education
Department on Mayoral Control of public schools set to expire this June and
to the MTA on the Congestion Pricing structure proposed by the Transit
Mobility Review Board. Enclosed in this report are details on how to voice
your concerns at these upcoming hearings.  

According to the latest forecast from the National Weather Service, moderate
to heavy rain, strong winds, and minor to moderate coastal flooding are

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/10/upshot/covid-pandemic-wave.html
https://www.cb8m.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1129780019665/b716646b-1cbf-4c30-98b1-c3e84a89cc82
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Community+Update%3A+January+12%2C+2023+%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1129780019665/b716646b-1cbf-4c30-98b1-c3e84a89cc82


likely tonight into Saturday. Take precautions and visit NYC Emergency
Management's website for updates here.

Please don't hesitate to reach out to our community office if we can be of
assistance.

 Phone: 212.288.4607
Email: SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov

 
Sincerely,

REBECCA A. SEAWRIGHT 

 
As Featured In...

A new bill that intends to expand insurance coverage for breast cancer screening to
“second-degree” family relationships–such as grandmother-granddaughter or aunt-niece–
has been introduced by UES State Assmeblymember Rebecca Seawright.

Current state law limits coverage to first-degree relationships, meaning that a sizable gap
exists when it comes to providing insurance for people seeking vital early-detection
mammographies. Therefore, patients looking to determine whether their family’s broader
medical history will lead them to develop breast cancer have faced added cost burdens in
doing so.

Read full story here

Seawright Stands in Support of Tuition
Assistance Program as a Member of
Higher Education Committee 
Assembly Member Seawright joined the press conference
to call for the restoration of $403 million for the Tuition
Assistance Program (TAP) and expand the program to
more students so they can afford their education.  

https://www.nyc.gov/site/em/about/press-releases/20240112_pr_nycem_NYCEM-issues-weather-alert-for-friday-into-saturday.page
https://www.ourtownny.com/news/rebecca-seawright-pushes-bill-to-expand-breast-cancer-screening-coverage-by-insurers-FI3028160


Assembly Member Seawright Advocates for Higher Education
with SUNY Chancellor John B. King, Jr. and CUNY Chancellor

Félix V. Matos Rodríguez 

Seawright is advocating for additional operating aid to our cherished SUNY and CUNY
systems.

Jewish Community Relations Council Represents at the Annual
State of the State



Michael Miller, Executive Vice President and CEO Emeritus of Jewish Community
Relations Council of New York, Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright and Noam
Gilboord, CEO of JCRC in the Assembly Chamber. 

Assembly Member Seawright Introduces Michael Steifman, CEO
of Utilisave on Assembly Floor



Assembly Member Seawright introduced Assembly Bill 7822 to protect consumers from
big utility companies anti-consumer practices. Steifman was introduced as an advocate for
the pro-consumer legislation.

Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone, Vice Chair of the CUNY Board of Trustees
Sandra Wilkin, Assembly Member Seawright, Michael Steifman and Aisha Christian.  

Advocating for Increased Wages for Direct Support
Professionals Working Hard for People With Disabilities

Assembly Member Edward Ra, an I/DD parent advocate, Life’s WORC Vice President
Tina Moreno, Assembly Member Seawright, Sylvia E. King-Cohen and Assembly Member
Jodi Giglio.  

Opportunities for Public Comment



New York City Mayoral Control of Schools

All members of the public wishing to provide oral feedback on their experiences,
assessments, and/or review of the mayoral control system of New York City schools—
including students, parents, teachers, school administrators and staff, and individuals with
experience and expertise in education policy and school governance—are invited to testify
in-person at the public hearings. All hearings will be livestreamed and recorded.

Individuals wishing to submit written electronic testimony must complete the written
electronic testimony form. Written electronic testimony must be submitted by January 31,
2024 at 5:00 pm.
https://www.nysed.gov/main/form/submit-written-electronic-testimony-nyc-mayoral-control

The Manhattan Hearing:
Thursday, January 18, 2024
6:00–9:00pm
High School of Fashion Industries
225 W 24th St
New York NY 10011

Congestion Pricing

The MTA opened its public comment period on the congestion pricing structure. Submit
comment until 3/11: 

Online: https://contact.mta.info/s/forms/CBDTP  
Email: cbdtp.feedback@mtabt.org  
Mail: CBD Tolling Program, 2 Broadway, 23rd Floor, NY, NY 10004  
Phone voicemail: 646-252-7440  
Fax: (212) 504-3148 labelled “Attention to CBDTP Team.”   

Four hybrid virtual/in-person public hearings will be held at 2 Broadway, New York, NY
10004 in the MTA’s William J. Ronan 20th Floor Board Room: 

 Thursday, 2/29, at 6 pm
 Friday, 3/1, at 10 am
 Monday, 3/4, at 10 am
 Monday, 3/4, at 6 pm

Members of the public who wish to speak (for two minutes) at a hearing must register
online in advance, by calling the Hearing Hotline at (646) 252-6777, or in person at the
hearing. Registration will open one week before the start time of each hearing and will
close 30 minutes after the beginning of the hearing. People may also register to participate
remotely via Zoom or telephone.

Each public hearing will be livestreamed on the MTA YouTube channel and on the project
website. Here’s the official MTA page on How to comment on the proposed CBDTP Tolling
Schedule.

Consider Our Office A Resource

https://www.youtube.com/@mta-live
https://new.mta.info/project/CBDTP
https://new.mta.info/agency/bridges-and-tunnels/cbd-tolling-hearing




To view the Assembly's Grants Action News for January click on the link below:
https://nyassembly.gov/gan/?sec=story&story=108244

Community Board Applications Are Now Open!

Prospective members must submit a biography or resume and complete a comprehensive
online application explaining why they want to join the board, what skills they offer, and
their relationship to their districts. These applications are reviewed and evaluated by an
independent screening panel. Qualified applicants are interviewed on the panel’s
recommendation by staff members of the Manhattan Borough President’s office. Click
here to apply!

https://nyassembly.gov/gan/?sec=story&story=108578
https://form.jotform.com/240024314362139


News You Can Use

We Are in a Big Covid Wave. But Just How Big?



Wastewater data has become perhaps the best metric to track the spread of the virus in the U.S., but it's
an imperfect tool.

Read More

Upcoming Events

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/10/upshot/covid-pandemic-wave.html






Manhattan Community Board 8 Calendar

The Manhattan Community Board 8 (CB8M) represents the Upper East Side of Manhattan
and Roosevelt Island. CB8M is comprised of 50 volunteer members who serve as
advocates and service coordinators for the community and its residents, as well as help
citizens resolve municipal service delivery complaints.

CB8M reviews and makes recommendations on various issues, including applications for
Zoning Text Amendments, building variances and special permits, liquor licenses,
sidewalk cafes and street fairs, changes to landmarked buildings or buildings in historic
districts, traffic and transportation issues, and more.

Each month, CB8M committees meet to discuss and resolve issues in the community.

Full Board Meeting - 3rd Wednesday
Land Use Committee - 2nd Wednesday
Street Life - 1st Tuesday
Transportation - 1st Wednesday
Housing - 1st Thursday
Parks - 2nd Thursday
Landmarks - 3rd Monday
Social Justice - 4th Monday
Zoning and Development - 4th Tuesday
Youth and Education - 4th Thursday

Read More

In Case You Missed It:
Past Editions Of Our Community Update

Happy New Year: A Year in Review

Community Update: December 22, 2023

Community Update: December 15, 2023

Community Update: December 8, 2023

Community Update: December 1, 2023

https://www.cb8m.com/
https://conta.cc/3vyZj9a
https://conta.cc/3tzHJBF
https://conta.cc/3RVLIBT
https://conta.cc/48fZhRR
https://conta.cc/3TjJvB8


Community Update: November 20, 2023
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