
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

In February we are honored to celebrate Black History Month and the New Yorkers whose
numerous contributions, activism, leadership, and resilience helped shape our city and advance the
fight for equality. Here on the Upper East Side, in Yorkville, and on Roosevelt Island, we recognize
the lasting contributions of Black leaders, advocates, artists, and community members whose work
strengthened our neighborhoods and our state. This year, we are celebrating by sponsoring a Black
History Month essay contest to encourage students to reflect on this legacy and the ongoing pursuit
of equity, justice, and opportunity for all.

As Chair of the Aging Committee, this week I questioned witnesses at the Human Services hearing
to examine the critical funding priorities that impact older adults, individuals with disabilities, and
vulnerable New Yorkers across our state. The hearing provided an important opportunity to
question agency leaders, elevate the needs of our aging population, and advocate for the programs
and services that allow seniors to live with dignity, independence, and security in their
communities.

Stay safe this weekend. From this evening through Monday, February 9, New York City will
experience snow, high winds, and dangerously cold temperatures.Due to the extreme cold, warming
centers are open and available to anyone in need of a safe, heated space. These locations may
include schools on weekends, hospitals, buses, and designated drop-in centers across the city. New
Yorkers are encouraged to take advantage of this vital resource to stay warm and safe during
dangerously low temperatures. To find the nearest warming center, residents can visit NYC 311’s
online portal or call 311 for assistance.

Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright is now accepting nominations for the annual Women of
Distinction Awards, recognizing outstanding women in our community for their leadership, service,
and advocacy. If you know someone who deserves this honor, we encourage you to submit a
nomination. Ceremony details will be announced soon—join us in celebrating the women who
make a difference every day.

Please consider joining our office at our upcoming events:

Tuesday, February 10, starting at 3:30pm- No-Cost Housing Legal Clinic at the
Community Office of Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79
Street). By appointment only. Call 212-288-4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to
make an appointment. 

Wednesday, February 11 from 10:00 am- 1:00 pm - Benefits Screening with LiveOn NY at
the Community Office of Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, 1485 York Avenue
(78/79 Street). By appointment only. Call 212-288-4607 or email
SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to make an appointment. 

Wednesday, February 18 from 10:00 am-12:00 pm- MTA OMNY Service Bus stops at the
Community Office of Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79
Street). Ask questions or refill your OMNY account.
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Friday, March 27 from 10:00 am- 12:00 pm- Virtual Rat Academy Training for building
supers and staff, homeowners and tenants, managing companies, and business
owners. Attendees may enter a raffle for a chance to win a rodent-resistant trash can.  RSVP
here: https://forms.gle/75ioT6BUQegZFdJ39

Thursday, April 16 from 9:00 am- 4:30 pm- No-Cost Screening Mammograms at the
Community Office of Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79
Street). By appointment only. Call 212-288-4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to
make an appointment. 

Stay safe and warm, and remember that our office is always a phone call, email, or visit away.
 

Phone: 212.288.4607
Email: SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov

Sincerely,

REBECCA A. SEAWRIGHT 

 

Chair Seawright Leads Human Services Budget Hearing Focused
on Aging and Independent Living

At this year’s Joint Legislative Budget Hearing on Human Services, Assembly Member Rebecca A.
Seawright, Chair of the Assembly Committee on Aging, pressed State leaders and advocates on a central
question: why New York is still underfunding the very services that allow older adults to live independently
and with dignity. Throughout the hearing, she highlighted the real consequences of long waitlists for
meals, home care, transportation, and caregiver support, drawing attention to evidence that modest
investments in home and community-based services save Medicaid dollars by preventing nursing home
placements.

Testimony from advocates and service providers including AARP New York, the New York Statewide
Senior Action Council, Association on Aging, New York Foundation for Senior Citizens, Project
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Guardianship, SAGE, LiveOn NY, the Human Services Council, and the New York State Coalition Against
Domestic Violence reinforced the urgency of her questions. Witnesses detailed how modest investments
in home and community-based services prevent costly nursing home placements, support family
caregivers, address workforce shortages, and reduce isolation for vulnerable older adults. 

Winter Weather Alert: Snow, High Winds & Extreme Cold

From Friday evening, February 6, through Monday, February 9, New York City will
experience snow, high winds, and dangerously cold temperatures.

Snow beginning Friday night may create icy streets and sidewalks. On Saturday, wind
gusts up to 50 mph could cause flying debris and possible power outages. Through
Monday, extreme cold and wind chills increase the risk of frostbite and hypothermia.

Sanitation crews remain on 12-hour shifts from the January 25 storm and are prepared to
salt roadways. Trash, recycling, and compost collection will continue on schedule, though
pick-up times may vary.

Stay safe:

Avoid unnecessary travel and use caution outdoors
Dress in warm layers and cover exposed skin
Check on older adults, neighbors, and people with disabilities
Property owners must clear sidewalks
Prepare for possible power outages (charge devices, gather supplies)

If you suspect frostbite or hypothermia, call 911.
For updates, visit nyc.gov/snow, call 311, or sign up for NotifyNYC at nyc.gov/notify.





Click here to make your nomination

Consider Our Office Your Resource

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgDxbaJxYohKOjWa4W9xib39W7ffybdzTKW-SVY0FFWJQQcQ/viewform?usp=header
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Upcoming Events
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In Case You Missed It: Past Editions of the Community Report

﻿Community Update:January 30, 2026

Community Update: January 23, 2026

﻿Community Update: January 16, 2026

﻿Community Update: January 9, 2026

 

Did someone forward this email to you?
Sign up for our e-news here.
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