
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

As Chair of the Assembly Aging Committee, every day on the Upper East Side and Roosevelt
Island, I see how rising rents threaten older adults and people with disabilities who simply want to
age in place in the communities they helped build. I authored an op-ed featured in Our Town this
week on this issue, and with the state budget deadline approaching, I am urging action so more
New Yorkers can remain in their homes with dignity, and I encourage anyone who may qualify to
contact my office for assistance.

I joined the AgeStrong coalition of advocates at the Capitol for a press conference calling for full
funding of older adult services to carry out the New York State Master Plan on aging.  These
services are essential to affordability for older New Yorkers to age-in-place. 

This Valentine's Day, February 14, is an important deadline for voter party registration in New York
State.  If you would like to vote in our State’s Primary elections, you must register with a
party.  Voters who are not enrolled in a party or who wish to switch parties must submit their
updated registration by this date to be eligible to vote in a primary.

We are now accepting nominations for the annual Women of Distinction Awards, recognizing
outstanding women in our community for their leadership, service, and advocacy. If you know
someone who deserves this honor, we encourage you to submit a nomination. Ceremony details
will be announced soon, so join us in celebrating the women who make a difference every day.

Our spotlight on Aging features an important resource in Manhattan at The Andrew Heiskell Braille
and Talking Book Library, a vital New York Public Library branch dedicated to serving people who
are blind, have low vision, or have physical or reading disabilities that make it difficult to read
standard print. Information on this resource and more is enclosed in this community update.

Please consider joining our office at our upcoming events:

Wednesday, February 18 from 10:00 am to12:00 pm- MTA OMNY Service Bus stops at the
Community Office of Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79
Street). Ask questions or refill your OMNY account.

Tuesday, February 24 starting at 3:30pm- No-Cost Housing Legal Clinic at the Community
Office of Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79 Street). By
appointment only. Call 212-288-4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to make an
appointment. 

Wednesday, March 18 from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm - Benefits Screening with LiveOn NY at
the Community Office of Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, 1485 York Avenue
(78/79 Street). By appointment only. Call 212-288-4607 or email
SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to make an appointment. 

Friday, March 27 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm- Virtual Rat Academy Training for building
supers and staff, homeowners and tenants, managing companies, and business
owners. Attendees may enter a raffle for a chance to win a rodent-resistant trash can.  RSVP
here: https://forms.gle/75ioT6BUQegZFdJ39
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Thursday, April 16 from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm- No-Cost Screening Mammograms at the
Community Office of Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79
Street). By appointment only. Call 212-288-4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to
make an appointment. 

Stay safe and warm, and remember that our office is always a phone call, email, or visit away.
 

Phone: 212.288.4607
Email: SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov

Sincerely,

REBECCA A. SEAWRIGHT 

 

Seawright Leads Rally Cry to Fund Master Plan Prop 50 Fully for
Comprehensive Aging Services Now!

mailto:SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov
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On February 10, Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright joined older adults and
advocates from across New York State at a press conference with AgeStrong New York—
a coalition including AARP New York, the Association on Aging in New York, the Center for
Elder Law and Justice, Lifespan, LiveOn NY, the Medicare Rights Center, the NYS MPA
Coalition, and the Statewide Senior Action Council.

Seawright highlighted the urgent need to fully fund Master Plan for Aging Proposal #50,
which supports critical services for older adults and their caregivers. She called on
lawmakers to act now to ensure New Yorkers can access comprehensive, coordinated
aging services that help maintain independence, dignity, and quality of life.

Seawright with the Age Strong Coalition and Senate Aging Chair Cleare.

https://youtu.be/AHJSLrHjaPk?si=3yWRc8zLA0J1o_-W
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SNAP Innovative Senior Center urged funding for New York City.

Check Out Our Op-Ed in Our Town

The threshold to qualify for the rent freeze has been stuck
at only $50,000 for over a decade with no cost-of-living

https://www.ourtownny.com/voices/seawright-expand-rent-freeze-protections-for-seniors-and-people-with-disabilities-EY5551503
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increases. Rebecca Seawright supports legislation upping
the cap to $75,000.

Our package of bills would not only adopt the Governor’s $75,000 threshold for renters but
extend it to homeowners through the Senior Citizen Homeowners’ Exemption (SCHE) and
Disabled Homeowners’ Exemption (DHE) programs, something the Executive Budget
missed. These property tax abatements are essential for those who own their homes but
struggle with rising costs. We also need to streamline enrollment, making these programs
easier to access. In New York City alone, more than 158,000 households are estimated to
be eligible for SCRIE and DRIE, but only about 67,000 are enrolled. That leaves over
90,000 vulnerable families without the support they deserve, often because of outdated
rules, bureaucratic hurdles, or fear of retaliation from landlords.

Read More

East Siders Celebrate New Council Member Virginia Maloney at
Hunter College Swearing-In Ceremony

Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright was honored to attend the swearing‑in of
Council Member Virginia Maloney, celebrating her assuming the seat once held by her
mother, former U.S. Representative and longtime City Council Member Carolyn Maloney.

Virginia Maloney’s presence in the Council continues a family legacy of public service on
Manhattan’s East Side, and Seawright congratulated her on stepping into this important
role and looks forward to working with her on issues that matter to New Yorkers. 
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Click here to make your nomination

February 14 Deadline to Change Parties for Primary Voting in
New York State

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgDxbaJxYohKOjWa4W9xib39W7ffybdzTKW-SVY0FFWJQQcQ/viewform?usp=header


New York is a closed primary state, which means you must be registered with a political
party to vote in that party’s primary election. If you wish to participate in a primary this
year, February 14 is the deadline to register with a party or to change your party
enrollment.

Voters who are not enrolled in a party—or who wish to switch parties—must submit their
updated registration by this date to be eligible to vote in a primary. If you miss the
deadline, you will still be able to vote in the general election, but not in a party primary.

You can check your current registration status or update your party enrollment through the
NYC Board of Elections website.

Check your registration status here.
Register to vote here.

Installation of New York’s 11th Archbishop

At St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Ronald A. Hicks
was installed as the 11th Archbishop of the
Archdiocese of New York, assuming
spiritual leadership of more than 2.5 million
Catholics across the region. In a ceremony
attended by clergy, parishioners, and civic
leaders, Archbishop Hicks emphasized his
role as a “pastor and shepherd,” delivering
remarks in both English and Spanish that
focused on compassion, dignity, and
service to immigrants, the poor, and those
on the margins. Describing New York as
“the parish of America,” he begins his
tenure with a message of hope, inclusion,
and faith for the city’s diverse communities.

Know Your Rights: New Tool for Good Cause Rent Protections
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Housing affordability remains a top concern for many New Yorkers. In 2024, New York
enacted the Good Cause Eviction law, expanding tenant protections against unreasonable
rent increases and unjust evictions. However, understanding whether you are covered —
and how to assert those rights — can be confusing.

JustFix, in collaboration with the Housing Justice for All coalition, has launched Good
Cause NYC, a free online tool designed to help tenants determine their eligibility and take
action with confidence.

What’s New: The Good Cause Rent Protections Letter
JustFix has added a powerful new feature to the platform: a tool that generates a formal
Good Cause Rent Protections Letter if:

Your landlord raises your rent above the legal Good Cause limit, or
Your landlord refuses to offer a lease you are legally entitled to

JustFix will send the letter to your landlord via USPS Certified Mail at no cost, creating a
clear legal paper trail to support your rights.

Other Tools Available on Good Cause NYC
Eligibility Screener – Check if your building and tenancy are likely covered under
Good Cause
Rent Increase Calculator – Determine if a rent increase exceeds the legal limit

More than 6,000 tenants have already used the Good Cause NYC platform to understand
and assert their rights.

If you believe you may be affected by a rent increase or lease issue, this tool can help you
take the next step.

Visit Good Cause NYC to learn more and access the tools.

Medical Aid in Dying Act

New York’s Medical Aid in Dying Act (Ch.
714 of 2025 and Ch. 1 of 2026) is now law,
expanding compassionate end-of-life
options for terminally ill adults. Assembly
Member Rebecca A. Seawright was a
proud cosponsor of this legislation, which
allows mentally competent patients with a
prognosis of six months or less to request
self-administered medication, while
establishing strict safeguards to ensure
informed, voluntary decision-making. Two
physicians must independently confirm
eligibility, a mental health professional must
assess capacity, and patients must
complete both oral and written requests
witnessed by adults. The law also protects
providers acting in good faith and ensures
that a patient’s insurance coverage is not
impacted by their choice. This measure
affirms dignity, autonomy, and care at life’s
end for New Yorkers facing terminal illness.

Consider Our Office Your Resource

https://goodcausenyc.org/en/


The Andrew Heiskell Braille and Talking Book Library is a vital New York Public Library
branch dedicated to serving people who are blind, have low vision, or have physical or
reading disabilities that make it difficult to read standard print. Serving residents of New
York City and Long Island, the library provides free access to more than 160,000
audiobooks, braille books, magazines, and large print materials delivered directly to
patrons’ homes with no postage required.

Patrons can borrow talking book players, access books through the BARD and BARD
Mobile apps, and even receive free refreshable braille displays. Beyond its collections, the
library is a hub for assistive technology, offering hands-on equipment, technology
coaching, workshops, and the innovative Dimensions Lab for tactile creation. With
programs for adults and children, services for institutions, and an audio recording studio
that produces books of special interest to New Yorkers, the Andrew Heiskell Library is an
essential resource advancing accessibility, literacy, and independence for older adults and
people with print disabilities.

https://youtu.be/CIJjyEK9jB8
https://youtu.be/CIJjyEK9jB8


Visit their Website

https://www.nypl.org/locations/heiskell
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https://forms.gle/mczoTZKYxXg8TVAU6
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DMV Offices Scheduled Shutdown



From Feb. 13-17, the New York State
DMV will temporarily suspend all
operations to implement a new,
modernized technology system. Plan
ahead and complete necessary
transactions before the scheduled
shutdown. https://dmv.ny.gov/news/ny
s-dmv-prepares-for-launch-of-new-
modernized-system

Upcoming Events
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Explore Legacy in Motion, a powerful exhibition highlighting the tools, techniques, and creative labor of
Black artists and creators whose contributions have shaped the artistic mediums we celebrate today. This
exhibit honors both the creations and the creators, bringing forward histories too often overlooked.

🗓 On view through March 1, 2026
📍 RIVAA Gallery, 527 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

Stop by during gallery hours and experience this meaningful showcase of art, history, and innovation.







Department of Health Notice

The Cherokee: Legionella Test Results & Guidance

The NYC Health Department has notified residents of The Cherokee (509 & 517 E. 77th St. and 508 &
516 E. 78th St.) that Legionella bacteria has been detected in the building’s water system following two
reported cases of Legionnaires’ disease in the past year.

Legionnaires’ disease is a form of pneumonia caused by bacteria that can grow in warm water. It can
occur when people breathe in water vapor or mist from showers, faucets, or cooling equipment. It is not
contagious and cannot be spread from person to person or by drinking water.



The NYC Health Department is working closely with building management to address the issue. The
overall risk to healthy individuals remains very low, and the illness is treatable with antibiotics.
Symptoms to watch for:

Fever
Chills
Muscle aches
Cough

Residents who are 50 or older, smoke or vape, have chronic lung disease, or have weakened immune
systems should be especially cautious and seek medical attention promptly if symptoms develop.

In Case You Missed It: Past Editions of the Community Report

﻿Community Update: February 6, 2026

﻿Community Update:January 30, 2026

Community Update: January 23, 2026

﻿Community Update: January 16, 2026

 

Did someone forward this email to you?
Sign up for our e-news here.
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