
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, a time to recognize the contributions,
strengths, and needs of individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their
families. Today, I was proud to join the Five Borough Developmental Disabilities Councils
Legislative Town Hall, where we discussed critical issues such as strengthening the direct support
workforce, expanding housing options, and ensuring that individuals can age with dignity and
independence in their communities.

Earlier this week, I spoke at a press conference in support of Tier 6 retirement benefits reform, and
leaders of CUNY in support of higher education. Read on for highlights from our latest events, and
tips to protect yourself from IRS impersonation scams in our Spotlight on Aging Services feature. 

Please consider joining our office at our upcoming events:

Tuesday, March 10 starting at 3:30 pm- No-Cost Housing Legal Clinic at the Community
Office of Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79 Streets). By
appointment only. Call 212-288-4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to make an
appointment. 

Wednesday, March 18 from 10:00 am to12:00 pm- MTA OMNY Service Bus stops at the
Community Office of Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79
Streets). Ask questions or refill your OMNY account.

Wednesday, March 18 from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm - Benefits Screening with LiveOn NY at
the Community Office of Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, 1485 York Avenue
(78/79 Street). By appointment only. Call 212-288-4607 or email
SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov to make an appointment. 

Friday, March 27 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm- Virtual Rat Academy Training for building
supers and staff, homeowners and tenants, managing companies, and business
owners. Attendees may enter a raffle for a chance to win a rodent-resistant trash can.  RSVP
here: https://forms.gle/75ioT6BUQegZFdJ39

Thursday, April 2 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm or until the truck fills up! AARP's Fight
Fraud. Shred It! at Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, 331 East 70 Street (First/Second
Avenues).

Thursday, April 16 from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm- No-Cost Screening Mammograms at the
Community Office of Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright, 1485 York Avenue (78/79
Streets). By appointment only. Call 212-288-4607 or email SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov
to make an appointment. 

Stay safe and warm, and remember that our office is always a phone call, email, or visit away.
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Phone: 212.288.4607
Email: SeawrightR@NYAssembly.gov

Sincerely,

REBECCA A. SEAWRIGHT 

 

 

Standing with Workers: Fix Tier 6 Now Rally in Albany

Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright spoke at the public workers and labor Fix Tier 6
Now Rally at the New York State Capitol, standing with members of District Council 37 to
call for reforms to the Tier 6 pension system. She spoke in support of fair retirement
benefits for the essential public employees who keep our communities running. 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Community-Update--December-12--2025.html?soid=1129780019665&aid=NLzIDH5GlII#


Hunter College President Nancy Cantor Joined Assembly
Member Seawright for Higher Education Advocacy 

Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright met with Hunter College President Nancy Cantor
and senior leadership in Albany to discuss the CUNY state budget request and key
priorities for Hunter College. The conversation focused on strengthening support for public
higher education and ensuring students and faculty have the resources they need to
succeed.

Supporting Individuals with Developmental Disabilities and Their
Families



Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright spoke at the Five Borough Developmental
Disabilities Councils Legislative Town Hall to discuss key challenges facing individuals
with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families. As part of the Residential
and Aging panel, she joined Willow Baer, Commissioner of the New York State Office for
People With Developmental Disabilities, Assemblymember Phara Souffrant Forrest, and
parent advocate Carlene Braithwaite in a conversation moderated by Rachelle Kivanoski
of the Brooklyn DD Council.

Standing with Educators: Fixing Tier 6 in 2026

Assembly Member George Alvarez, UFT President Michael Mulgrew, Assembly Members



Rebecca A. Seawright and Manny De Los Santos.

Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright is advocating alongside the United Federation of
Teachers to fix Tier 6, the New York State pension system that currently provides reduced
retirement benefits for over 50,000 UFT members. She supports efforts to lower the
retirement age, improve pension calculations, and ensure fair and secure retirements for
educators, helping to retain experienced teachers and attract new talent to New York
classrooms. Members and allies were invited to participate in the March 8 rally in Albany
and monthly “6 Days” actions to build momentum for reform.  

Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright and Melinda Person, President of New York State
United Teachers (NYSUT). 

Celebrating Labor and Advocacy in Albany

Mike Neidl, Legislative Director of the New York State AFL‑CIO and Assembly Member Rebecca
Seawright.

Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright joined AFSCME New York and fellow labor leaders
at the Annual Legislative event in Albany on March 4. The event brought together the
Governor and elected officials, union representatives, and community partners to honor
New York’s working families and highlight ongoing efforts to protect workers’ rights,
strengthen public services, and support fair wages and benefits across the state.



Mario Cilento, President of the New York State AFL-CIO and Assembly Member Rebecca A. Seawright.

Henry Garrido, Executive Director of DC 37, addressed attendees at the Albany event,
highlighting the importance of strong labor protections, fair pensions, and advocacy for
public employees. His remarks underscored the critical role unions play in supporting New
York’s workforce and advancing policies that strengthen workers’ rights and benefits.

Governor Kathy Hochul spoke about her budget priorities, highlighting investments in
workers, fair wages, and strong labor protections for New Yorkers.



Manhattan CUNY Colleges Meet with Delegation Members

Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright attended the Manhattan Delegation State
Legislative Meeting with CUNY leadership to discuss the university’s FY 2027 budget
priorities. Key focuses included funding faculty collective bargaining ($36.5M), expanding
student support services such as mental health ($8.5M), disability services ($5.2M), and
seamless transfer programs ($3.9M), scaling CUNY CARES to meet essential student
needs ($4.6M), advancing AI and technology initiatives ($26.6M), and strengthening
health and nursing programs ($9.2M). Seawright emphasized the importance of sustained
investment to keep CUNY affordable, equitable, and a powerful engine of opportunity for
all New Yorkers.



New York State Alliance for Retired Americans Coordinating a Focused Campaign
to Help Seniors, Stop the Scam, Involving Online Fraud

Read More

🚨 Slam the Scam: Protect Yourself from IRS Impersonators

Tax scams are on the rise, and fraudsters are increasingly impersonating the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) through alarming phone calls and text messages demanding
immediate payment of supposed tax debts. Don’t fall for it—these scams are designed to
pressure you into sending money quickly.

Here’s how to protect yourself:
The IRS usually contacts taxpayers first by mail through the U.S. Postal Service—
not by text, email, or social media.
The IRS will never demand payment using gift cards or prepaid debit cards, and
they will not threaten to call law enforcement or immigration authorities.
The IRS only sends texts or emails if you’ve given permission in advance.

If you receive a suspicious message, do not pay or respond. Instead, you can log in to
your secure IRS online account to check whether you actually owe taxes and review
official notices.

Staying informed is the best way to outsmart scammers. Learn more about how to
recognize legitimate IRS communications and report fraud through the Internal Revenue
Service.
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When people can get timely, affordable
care, crises are prevented, recovery is
supported, and lives are changed for the
better. That’s why New York strengthened
protections to expand access to mental
health and substance use disorder care for
those who need it. To learn more,
visit: www.ny.gov/realcare

Click here to make your nomination

http://www.ny.gov/realcare
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgDxbaJxYohKOjWa4W9xib39W7ffybdzTKW-SVY0FFWJQQcQ/viewform?usp=header


Consider Our Office Your Resource
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Upcoming Events

Lecture on Autism, Free and Open to the Public



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6frfU3GeKdQ4vPx1VwyA8dWkh2q2otWMbhOINCfGaD3Yjjg/viewform
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In Case You Missed It: Past Editions of the Community Report

﻿Community Update: February 27, 2026

Community Update: February 20, 2026

﻿Community Update: February 13, 2026

﻿Community Update: February 6, 2026

 

Did someone forward this email to you?
Sign up for our e-news here.
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