Assemblymember

Chris Burdick

Assembly District 93

Dear Friends,

As we march towards the end of this pandemic, | couldn't be more pleased that COVID-19 cases in
Westchester remain low. Last week, there were no COVID deaths recorded. Hopefully, this trend will
continue.

However, there are still new cases reported every day, so we cannot let these lower rates lull us into a
false sense of security. Particularly for those who are not vaccinated, this new Delta variant is highly
transmissible. Countries are considering or even reimposing restrictions, as the variant has led to a
concerning uptick in cases.

As nearly all COVID-19 related deaths in this country are among the unvaccinated, | cannot stress enough
that if you are not yet vaccinated, please go right away. Scheduled and walk-in appointments are widely
available at state sites, including at the Westchester County Center, which has available both the Johnson &
Johnson and Pfizer vaccines. You can also look for availability at non-state run sites near you.

Before getting to the main focus of this week's newsletter, | would like to mention that you might

notice below information from previous newsletters provided once again. Please know we do this with a
specific purpose: not everyone sees every newsletter and we want to make sure this important information is
getting to the people who need it.

Finally, for those who may be interested, here are the new laws taking effect in July 2021. Please feel free to
reach out to me if you have any questions.

Opting In or Out: Municipalities and Recreational Marijuana Sales

There has been a lot of discussion in communities all across the 93rd Assembly District, indeed all across
our state, as municipalities are considering whether or not to opt-out of the recreational marijuana
sales made legal by the Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act (MRTA), which passed the New York
State legislature and was signed into law this past March.

(Please click here if you missed the April 2nd newsletter covering the issue.)

If municipalities do not pass a law opting out of sales via adult-use dispensaries and/or adult-use
consumption sites by December 31, 2021, they are automatically opted-in to allowing such establishments
under the MRTA. After that, a municipality no longer has the ability to opt-out, but may still impose
reasonable time, place and manner restrictions on these establishments. Municipalities which adopt local
laws to opt-out now, however, can pass legislation in the future to repeal the local opt-out law, if they so
choose.
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For those municipalities that do plan to opt-out, the decision is subject to a permissive referendum. What
that means, is that a petition can be circulated and if enough signatures are collected, the question of
opting in or opting out is put on the ballot for the voters to decide (note that only those registered to vote in
the municipality qualify to sign and witness these petitions). In cities and towns, the proponents must collect
signatures equal to at least 10% of the total number of votes cast in the municipality for Governor in the last
gubernatorial election (2018). The petition must then be filed with the clerk of the municipality no later than
45 days after the passage of the law opting out. (Please note: referendums for villages follow a different
timeline and require a different number of signatures.)

Here is where the timeline becomes important and why many municipalities are holding meetings and
hearings on the issue now: in order for this referendum to make it onto the ballot for the November
general election, a town MUST opt-out no later than July 19, 2021, which will start the clock on the 45
days available to circulate a petition and get the requisite number of signatures. Those signatures

therefore must be collected and turned in no later than September 2nd, 60 days before the general election,
which is the minimum number of days required by law in order for a referendum to appear on the November
ballot.

If a town chooses to opt-out later in the year (but no later than the December 31 deadline), that opt-out is still
subject to a referendum; however, a special election will need to be scheduled (which is why many
municipalities are working under the July 19 deadline).

A final note: the issue of opting in or out by the municipality is limited ONLY to the issue of

sales. Within the limits of the MRTA, it is now legal for anyone in New York over the age of 21 to possess,
use, and grow marijuana recreationally.* Sales, meanwhile, are not expected to start until late 2022 or early
2023, while the legislation's rules and structures are put into place, including the creation of The Office of
Cannabis Management, which — among other functions — will have the exclusive ability to issue licenses
and permits.

For those of you who are interested in learning more about the MRTA and about this issue specifically, |
encourage you to read this presentation, put together by Keane & Beane, a law firm that specializes in
municipal law and does work on behalf of various municipalities in Westchester, including in my Assembly
District. The presentation does a good job of explaining many facets of the MRTA, which can be quite
complicated.

* The MRTA allows individuals to cultivate a total of six cannabis plants, consisting of three mature and three immature plants
at their residence, and allows for a total of 12 cannabis plants per residence; individuals are allowed to possess up to five

pounds of cannabis at their residence, stored securely.

Have You Visited Playland Yet?

For those of you who don't know, Playland is open! After having missed last season due to COVID-19,
Westchester County was able to open the park this year to guests, including the reopening of the recently-
refurbished Grand Carousel, which was damaged in a fire in 2017. The 106-year-old carousel has been part
of the park since its opening in 1928, and its refurbishment is part of more than $100 million in capital
improvements planned for the park over the next few years.


http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=eSKBljESuFHVkHxeECHYIIRJBukA1M-2BvSFdhQvEZAEv9TJQJb23AOhbzveljnu0I0UkfQ5U-2BZOJoIzmOyq-2Fv4xGXqGEry92moeQIXYBhVtHDx5tVFe7mW78-2BU0FukHqZ4S_W_doCaxM-2FOGI2lRhIP-2BA07DRJAnZFDRsuwxixQB7UIShcSnBzm5bnBfilAhTADePzwDMLCpKm3z2CcOAFh69DSkgOUCi8K2tIy5UnfM3uMQYJiJCMQRAqeIHpgPmsHTYyP6NZJOkgW8uOE7fW0rQ6dgYa9qCzdebIG530o-2B53vom78jD7RjyG2M54SVnwPq-2B2XTSFNUqR8YVMnMTKfxXUa-2B9p57sPQdJg2wvS4QNfKqUutV-2FAWXaePZKJgXmVDQN8QwXl7BhjFt5-2BshhNELgF1X2v9Iw46-2FfQcHmMl7TjZKxw17jYNrSEt2iVjl-2B-2BqUhLX

The park is open from Wednesday through Sunday through Labor Day Weekend (it will also be open on
Labor Day, September 6). Beginning tomorrow night (postponed from tonight, due to the weather),
and for every Friday until September 3, there will be fireworks over the Long Island Sound. So take a
trip over to Rye with your friends and family, and make a day and night of it! Learn more

at playlandpark.org.

Reminder: Child Income-Tax Credit Payments Beqgin THURSDAY!

A reminder that payments on the temporarily-expanded federal tax credit, provided for in the
American Rescue Plan will begin next Thursday, July 15th. Households representing more than 65
million children (88% of U.S. children) will qualify for this refundable tax credit.

Eligible families will receive a payment of up to $300 per month for each child under age 6 (with a maximum
annual credit of $3,600 per child) and up to $250 per month for each child between ages 6 to 17 (with

a maximum annual credit of $3,000 per child). The benefit begins to phase out beginning at incomes of
$150,000 for married couples, $112,500 for a Head of Household single parent, and $75,000 for single
filers. The regular tax credit of $2,000 (minus any payments received) remains in place for individuals
whose income remains below $200,000 for individuals and $400,000 for couples.

Payments will be made via direct deposit, paper check or debit cards beginning July 15th and continuing on
the 15th of each month through December. In addition to receiving these monthly payments (which
represent the credit for the first half of the tax filing year 2020), recipients will receive the rest of their benefit
as a credit next year when they file their 2021 tax returns.

Parents can also opt out of the monthly payments and instead receive the full, expanded credit on
their tax returns next year. To learn more, visit: www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/advance-child-tax-credit-
payments-in-2021. And for more information about the credit in general, go to childtaxcredit.gov.

El Servicio de Rentas Internas
(IRS) enviara el primer pago mensual
mediante el Crédito Tributario
por Hijos Ampliado a partir
del jueves, 15 de julio.

The IRS is sending the first
monthly payment through the
expanded Child Tax Credit
starting Thursday, July 15

As part of the federal American Rescue Plan,
eligible low- and middle-income families will receive
Eligible recipients who filed their 2020 tax returns will
receive the benefit automatically.

Como parte del Plan de Rescate Estadounidense federal,
las familias elegibles de ingresos bajos y medianos recibirdn
Los beneficiarios elegibles que sometieron su declaracion de
impuestos del 2020 recibiran el beneficio automaticamente.
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Reminder! Has Your Driver's License Expired? Time to Renew!

As the COVID-19 state of emergency has come to an end, if you have not yet renewed your expired
driver's license, now is the time! Through August 31, 2021, New Yorkers with expired/expiring licenses
who don’t have recent vision test results can self-certify that their vision is acceptable and provide additional
documentation within a year of renewal. Visit http://dmv.ny.gov/driver-license/how-renew-license to learn
more.

As New York regains a sense of normalcy,
the time has come for those with driver’s

licenses or permits that [STEG KRS
after March 1, 2020, to renew them.

If your license [STIIGCER T VEEL N ETES Wi 1o}
and Aug. 31, 2021, you can renew

your license online now ENi]

submit a vision test to the DMV

within a year of your renewal.

A medida que Nueva York recobra un sentido
de normalidad, ha llegado el momento para

que aquellas personas cuyas licencias, o
permisos de conducir AZHTSEIGH N R CELITES
del 1.° de marzo de 2020 los renueven.

ST TN T4E] vence entre el 1.° de marzo de 2020
y el 31 de agosto de 2021, ahora puede renovar
CUR (VTS ER R (1 TEY y someter un

examen de la vista al Departamento

de Vehiculos de Motor (DMV)

dentro de un afio de su renovacion.

Reminder: Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program Open

The Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program is now open. The program provides qualifying seniors aged
60 and over with a booklet of checks that can be used to purchase fruits and vegetables at participating
farmers markets and farm stands. Visit agriculture.ny.gov/consumer-benefits-farmers-markets or contact my
office or your local office for the aging to learn more.

THE

Senior Farmers Market
NUTRITION PROCRAM

(FMNP) provides checks to seniors to buy local produce
at farmers markets from JULY 1 TO NOV 3.

Programa de Nutricion

del Mercado Agricola para
Adultos de Edad Avanzada

(FMNP) les provee cheques a los adultos de edad avanzada para comprar frutas
y verduras en los mercados agricolas del 1° DE JULIO AL 30 DE NOVIEMBRE.

CHECKS ARE PROVIDED

on a first-come, first-served basis for
low-income New Yorkers over 60.

LOS CHEQUES SE ENTRECAN

por orden de llegada para los neoyorquinos
de bajos ingresos mayores de 60 anos.
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Child Care Relief for Essential Workers

COVID-19 has only exacerbated the need for affordable, high-quality child care. The NYS Office of
Children and Family Services is administering $25 million in funds to provide child care support for
children of essential workers. Families who are currently receiving child care scholarships through the
federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act are strongly encouraged to apply for
this new scholarship. Visit http://ocfs.ny.gov/childcarerelief to apply or learn more.

Essential Worker Child Care Scholarship ll Beca de Cuido Infantil Para los Empleados

The Office of Children and Family Services is providing $25 million La Oficina de Servicios para Nifios y Familias provee $25 millones
in child care scholarships for children of essential workers. en becas de cuido infantil para los hijos de trabajadores esenciales.

Eligible workers with children ages six weeks to 12 years old Los trabajadores elegibles con hijos entre seis semanas y 12 afos de i
whose income is less than 300% of the federal poverty level will edad, cuyo ingreso esta por debajo del 300% del nivel de pobreza federal,

receive assistance for child care costs through this initiative. recibiran ayuda para los costos del cuido infantil mediante esta iniciativa.

FINAL REMINDER: Assembly Summer Reading Challenge!

One last pitch for those who may have missed seeing this previously: | am inviting the children of the
93rd Assembly District to participate in the Assembly’s annual Summer Reading Challenge, held in
partnership with New York State Libraries.

The challenge asks children to read a book for at least 15 minutes a day, for a minimum of 40
days, during the months of July and August. Children can read on their own or with a partner or
caregiver and mark off days on the calendar provided. Once they’ve completed 40 days or more,

please submit the completed materials to me at burdickc@nyassembly.com and | will send your child

an Assembly Excellence in Reading certificate, to recognize their efforts and dedication. The (optional)
theme for the 2021 challenge is “Tails and Tales” to encourage children to learn more about their favorite
animals and explore the world around them.

(Please note this challenge can be done in concert with other reading challenges... so if your child has
already signed up for a challenge at school or the library, the reading completed for those challenges can
count towards the requirements of this challenge as well.)

Take part in the New York State Assembly’s 2021

Summer Reading Challenge
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You can find the calendar and other materials needed to complete the challenge by clicking
here. And if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me at (914) 244-4450
or burdickc@nyassembly.gov.

K*kkk

As always, if there are any issues that you would like to see covered in a future newsletter, please don't
hesitate to reach out to me at burdickc@nyassembly.gov (or simply reply to this email). Please also follow
me on Facebook and Twitter for the most up-to-date information.

Miss any of our previous newsletters? You can find them here.

Sincerely yours,

(K, i

DISTRICT OFFICE ALBANY OFFICE
100 South Bedford Road LOB 326

Suite 150 Albany, NY 12248
Mount Kisco, NY 10549 518-455-5397

914-244-4450

Assembly District 93 | burdickc@nyassembly.gov


http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=Mwf3ZbDvDUEE9cc-2FKY-2F7C6f5K9-2BwWzWrT8pJQLntthFt9Yqhny6auFR2-2F0hvuSfJJG5p9aesmVw-2FZ8Djw7EgmDbfl6nZ6G0UPX9YF33AqJGBnRvUl4Db9AiGKy6GZMc27BHV0aV0Ljz5dfFiAryqNUWihrg4xeLLiJTvmETN-2FT9sMIp0psWo8PoNKgY49GmKuwhzl5REPwE2I93SgbpJp8984AXu23-2Bd2HKgUHsNu8kqKiW3340grY9-2FNp3WeUtN0tbMpOQRJBmyEYYFK22Oy46A3yXvk4tF0UGtk9VfngyDklBdf6eg2QDqQXlVJ7-2BI5vX7tfn43qsJQ9sDWPbnGViOdFuRUiHRR-2BFGMFD1PMutdnM0PEjq8abWNskLEOd6p0DrIkzoQoMoLfIJkg4GhK5Ucy4PJjrWhcO48n1ppZAw3P-2FsJW3aCawjYimHHHkWyWumsbm6MDMoFhiMylSnoR1lo2Y4YDeRa6S5iCFpHDqXNU8EbBzeI9rzlO3aaGozCp9FAkr-2FiEaN3iTpBr-2B1iMD1aSNruuqVkJKCZBZYoJXmN0reJ1j5Ev6Yvmpgf9DZs-2FkkqHiHa-2FuUvAGHe-2FGN2GfwVCCO-2Fs2YqOLdJ1Ae83Nel2B5f3zYXmXnLbuuDdueW7P-2F-2BQ4ivQNlpH3TppRd3vltqz-2F57aQCKJveZCUEraeYGcgV-2FAdQRDQ9zA-2BV0HZOmJd36ItQEjQKumhwmHwzRg-3D-3DOSVD_doCaxM-2FOGI2lRhIP-2BA07DZf-2BsrJWhdYpj22NGjSk-2BhKwFVh1Y3GoHTgsz5G5mAb97GSc6aMqPeiFNxjiKnSPWzAXgDGzxN08mJ694ldqT2BLKu4Zj-2FdkpMk3SYU1JkHuN02NhmqfnLDvTZt5YuLoZhvs-2BiXmqsKESPYsPauTBQXVxYHBrDpqZsEU7aX-2B-2BtWybW68BRTZKB53WEijXcs5z2x5uw27drixiEfaEZzgLISaESwCFcgFSMfzvm2HbpL2qGbpUaKF034ke53ukMngevj1fJ3XlqO6RUH66bvzzK79TrZkxdLXYuMkT9RJ0cd-2BDFli5fKGkgXI4VRYH48Yow-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=Mwf3ZbDvDUEE9cc-2FKY-2F7C6f5K9-2BwWzWrT8pJQLntthFt9Yqhny6auFR2-2F0hvuSfJJG5p9aesmVw-2FZ8Djw7EgmDbfl6nZ6G0UPX9YF33AqJGBnRvUl4Db9AiGKy6GZMc27BHV0aV0Ljz5dfFiAryqNUWihrg4xeLLiJTvmETN-2FT9sMIp0psWo8PoNKgY49GmKuwhzl5REPwE2I93SgbpJp8984AXu23-2Bd2HKgUHsNu8kqKiW3340grY9-2FNp3WeUtN0tbMpOQRJBmyEYYFK22Oy46A3yXvk4tF0UGtk9VfngyDklBdf6eg2QDqQXlVJ7-2BI5vX7tfn43qsJQ9sDWPbnGViOdFuRUiHRR-2BFGMFD1PMutdnM0PEjq8abWNskLEOd6p0DrIkzoQoMoLfIJkg4GhK5Ucy4PJjrWhcO48n1ppZAw3P-2FsJW3aCawjYimHHHkWyWumsbm6MDMoFhiMylSnoR1lo2Y4YDeRa6S5iCFpHDqXNU8EbBzeI9rzlO3aaGozCp9FAkr-2FiEaN3iTpBr-2B1iMD1aSNruuqVkJKCZBZYoJXmN0reJ1j5Ev6Yvmpgf9DZs-2FkkqHiHa-2FuUvAGHe-2FGN2GfwVCCO-2Fs2YqOLdJ1Ae83Nel2B5f3zYXmXnLbuuDdueW7P-2F-2BQ4ivQNlpH3TppRd3vltqz-2F57aQCKJveZCUEraeYGcgV-2FAdQRDQ9zA-2BV0HZOmJd36ItQEjQKumhwmHwzRg-3D-3DOSVD_doCaxM-2FOGI2lRhIP-2BA07DZf-2BsrJWhdYpj22NGjSk-2BhKwFVh1Y3GoHTgsz5G5mAb97GSc6aMqPeiFNxjiKnSPWzAXgDGzxN08mJ694ldqT2BLKu4Zj-2FdkpMk3SYU1JkHuN02NhmqfnLDvTZt5YuLoZhvs-2BiXmqsKESPYsPauTBQXVxYHBrDpqZsEU7aX-2B-2BtWybW68BRTZKB53WEijXcs5z2x5uw27drixiEfaEZzgLISaESwCFcgFSMfzvm2HbpL2qGbpUaKF034ke53ukMngevj1fJ3XlqO6RUH66bvzzK79TrZkxdLXYuMkT9RJ0cd-2BDFli5fKGkgXI4VRYH48Yow-3D-3D
mailto:burdickc@nyassembly.gov
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=R3O8XtaTAfh7cvCL0yLQgtu3b2HNwWgwo30Mz-2Bb-2Fy1pCYEkVDZrWpD7Zp0yxDbZ-2BxH0H_doCaxM-2FOGI2lRhIP-2BA07DZf-2BsrJWhdYpj22NGjSk-2BhKwFVh1Y3GoHTgsz5G5mAb97GSc6aMqPeiFNxjiKnSPWzAXgDGzxN08mJ694ldqT2BceF8KTpgmeoIGH3ufgQNDURI9kvTLhf5phaY1IUmgDPQeOrxp7msllQA1jeixCV-2FFHGzInXFGQID1iLBdGvRhK00nUEGUrWSxeCFVxzcl-2BweErQyh30Goo7S84QsP6tyQSito8c39z2PrWtvOhINWFQnbcSp-2BLUButaBTweNzcriF9AZZERy8lwz4vdPosKxO-2FXZvT5UUduptjrzAq7M5s8qjbpcHJp-2BkRmoHtoKBdA-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=eSKBljESuFHVkHxeECHYIJmOG55zfHCMK-2B2QHUcTi5iA-2FnuERPbqLf-2BDjd-2FaMj9pikNF9PDlRdW5AvYCX56UyQ-3D-3DO-1h_doCaxM-2FOGI2lRhIP-2BA07DZf-2BsrJWhdYpj22NGjSk-2BhKwFVh1Y3GoHTgsz5G5mAb97GSc6aMqPeiFNxjiKnSPWzAXgDGzxN08mJ694ldqT2BceF8KTpgmeoIGH3ufgQNDURI9kvTLhf5phaY1IUmgDPQeOrxp7msllQA1jeixCV-2FFHGzInXFGQID1iLBdGvRhWaAUYJZiIM2Da1Fo8AK-2BVLaVikstxTxUlvPBSddqyuj2W6rIV2Cqvo4L-2F7c6XUhe1rZHQXsiCH3w-2FslHuNt-2F099iiGummYFJ30SnA6hqVpC1ddXsJHl3sMYp02snd5vI8zvqo21pt6YzvUTSVOGGcA-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=eSKBljESuFHVkHxeECHYIFo-2Fl5iYleDgh7SzaetJpcgMlmT2xYW8EAGbOZuH7HnplaM4_doCaxM-2FOGI2lRhIP-2BA07DZf-2BsrJWhdYpj22NGjSk-2BhKwFVh1Y3GoHTgsz5G5mAb97GSc6aMqPeiFNxjiKnSPWzAXgDGzxN08mJ694ldqT2BceF8KTpgmeoIGH3ufgQNDURI9kvTLhf5phaY1IUmgDPQeOrxp7msllQA1jeixCV-2FFHGzInXFGQID1iLBdGvRh9cDVH9Q3JvzqdKWrmiHj3qZZ1lmslJhs8cCDU8YY4F-2FEHPto4JuoedG2xXhj0oBd3R3TnaXKw3NEo3cR-2BAE9Ye3QCx1DwDL2EALYpmuuwefQcInqKRD2XUA4A-2FEhNycmQMOkEPblEyCtH6HKlysxJw-3D-3D
http://email.assembly-mail.state.ny.us/ls/click?upn=eSKBljESuFHVkHxeECHYIDAQ4XKS12UP9e6UddaDSTI-2BiU9GM-2B2-2F8w2O1se4jqQu6qJ-2BQlJeyxflgqRcBbzvMjYT3MCiSI0zRcXEGbYEBDU-3DelyR_doCaxM-2FOGI2lRhIP-2BA07DZf-2BsrJWhdYpj22NGjSk-2BhKwFVh1Y3GoHTgsz5G5mAb97GSc6aMqPeiFNxjiKnSPWzAXgDGzxN08mJ694ldqT2BceF8KTpgmeoIGH3ufgQNDURI9kvTLhf5phaY1IUmgDPQeOrxp7msllQA1jeixCV-2FFHGzInXFGQID1iLBdGvRhqOoxZWy-2BqL2U0iJTwqnjVg1pknFqPrbhZVJODN4-2FD5uMsQ6kMILpPKKuvrZYQnITXrfdl0KwfqMmvRVIaAFX6FhCMRPkEs-2FkkDOtzAyUkYkrUd1Hq6Yx18mz8UsKDaLS4ukd3b8CUdFu2JynbpbVCw-3D-3D

