
 

 

 

Serving our community means showing up, listening, and delivering results. Over 
the past month, I've had the opportunity to meet with local residents, support 
organizations that make the Capital Region a better place to live and continue 
advancing legislation that addresses the issues people care about most. 

In this edition of my newsletter, you'll read about the $1.2 million investment for 
the Mohawk Hudson Humane Society's new Behavioral Rehabilitation and 
Outreach Center, the recognition of the Niskayuna Co-op as a New York State 
Historic Business Preservation Registry business, and the restoration of the 
Colonie Senior Service Centers Transportation Program. I've included updates on 
my support for Siena University's non-tenure-track faculty, New York's investment 
in strengthening emergency communications, and efforts to address food 
insecurity and protect access to substance use disorder treatment. I’m also 
highlighting new legislation I’m introducing to protect lawfully cast ballots and 
ensure they are properly counted.  

Thank you for giving me the privilege of serving as your Assemblymember. If my 
office can ever be of assistance, please don't hesitate to reach out. 

Best, 
Phil Steck 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Legislative Updates 

 

  

Protecting the Unlawful Seizure of Ballots 

A constituent recently brought a concern to my attention about the lack of legal 
protections against the unlawful seizure of lawfully cast ballots. Working together, 
we developed legislation (A11642) to close that gap and strengthen New York's 
election laws. 

The bill would make the unlawful seizure of duly cast ballots a felony while 
preserving the limited circumstances in which ballots may be handled by election 
officials or law enforcement acting under a court order. This legislation is about 
protecting lawfully cast ballots and ensuring that every New Yorker can have 
confidence that once they cast their vote, it will be protected and counted. 

 

 

  



 

Strengthening Emergency Communications Across New York 
  

When an emergency happens, every second matters. That's why I support New 
York State's $110 million investment to strengthen emergency communications 
and modernize 911 systems across the state. 

This funding will help ensure emergency dispatch centers have the technology and 
resources needed to respond quickly and effectively, giving our first responders 
the tools they need to protect our communities and save lives. 

To learn more about this statewide investment, click here.  

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-announces-110-million-state-funding-strengthen-emergency-communications-first


 

 

  

 

 

In the Community 

 
$1.2 Million Secured for the Mohawk Hudson Humane Society 
  

I am incredibly grateful to the New York State Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie for 
joining me in Menands and announcing $1.2 million in funding for the Humane 
Society's new Behavioral Rehabilitation and Outreach Center. 



 

 
When I asked the Speaker to visit, I knew he would see what I see: an incredible 
organization doing important work for animals and families throughout the Capital 
Region. I am so grateful that he agreed this is a worthy cause and made such a 
generous commitment to supporting this project right here in the 110th Assembly 
District. 
 
The Mohawk Hudson Humane Society does so much for our community, from 
caring for vulnerable animals to providing education, training and critical 
resources when they are needed most. I am thankful to the entire team for the 
compassion and dedication they bring to this work every day. 
And, of course, a special thank you to Cloud, the Humane Society's ambassador 
dog and alumnus, who made sure everyone felt very welcome during our visit! 



 

 



 

 
Niskayuna Co-op Added to Historic Business Preservation Registry  
  

I was proud to present the Niskayuna Co-op with its official New York State 
Historic Business Preservation Registry certificate in recognition of more than 80 
years of serving our community. 

I've been shopping at the Co-op for years, and it's one of my favorite places to find 
unique products you simply can't find anywhere else. From locally made goods to 
specialty foods, it's a true community treasure that has brought neighbors 
together and supported local producers for generations. 

Congratulations to General Manager Shannon Risley, the Co-op's Board of 
Directors, employees, members, and everyone who has helped make the 
Niskayuna Co-op such a success. Thank you to Niskayuna Town Supervisor Erin 
Cassady-Dorion, Town Councilmembers Sarah Bilofsky and Ashok 
Ramasubramanian, and Schenectady County Legislator Michelle Osterlich for 
joining us to celebrate this well-deserved recognition. 



 

 

  

Supporting Siena University's Non-Tenure-Track Faculty  
  



 

This month, I sent a letter to Siena University President Chuck Seifert expressing 
my support for the University's non-tenure-track faculty as they negotiate a fair 
contract. 

These dedicated educators teach many of Siena's first- and second-year students 
and play a vital role in the University's success. They are seeking reasonable 
protections, including improved job security, clearly defined service expectations, 
the preservation of existing benefits, fair compensation, and safeguards related to 
artificial intelligence and intellectual property. 

I believe that when working people stand together for fairness, they deserve to be 
heard. I encourage both sides to negotiate in good faith and reach an agreement 
that recognizes the invaluable contributions these faculty members make to Siena 
University and its students. 



 

 



 

 
Welcoming Main-Ford General Supply to their New Location 
  

My Legislative Director, Dylan, and our summer intern had the opportunity to 
represent my office at the Capital Region Chamber's ribbon cutting celebrating the 
grand opening of  Main-Ford General Supply's new location on New Karner Road. 
 
Main-Ford General Supply provides commercial kitchen equipment and supplies 
to restaurants and food service businesses, helping entrepreneurs get the tools 
they need to open and grow successful businesses. Supporting small businesses 
means supporting the local economy, and I’m pleased to welcome another 
business investing in our community. 
 
Congratulations to Main-Ford General Supply on your grand opening, and thank 
you to the Capital Region Chamber for bringing everyone together to celebrate this 
exciting milestone! 



 

 

 
Restoring Transportation for Colonie Seniors 
  



 

I'm proud to have helped secure the state funding needed to restore and sustain 
the Colonie Senior Service Centers Transportation Program. 
This $150,000 investment ensures that seniors throughout our community will 
continue to have access to the transportation they rely on every day. Supporting 
programs like this helps ensure our older residents can remain independent, stay 
connected to their community, and continue living with dignity. 
 
Thank you to the Colonie Senior Service Centers for everything you do for our 
seniors and thank you to the Times Union for highlighting this important 
investment in our community. You can read the full story here. 
  

 

 

 
Preparing the Next Generation of Skilled Workers  
  

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/state-funds-rescue-colonie-senior-transportation-22357307.php?fbclid=IwY2xjawTlkc9wZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6br9yZSo6tEgTR_njkdLWXOvrOZGby_SKHUDSI-LSsNeQ4squ7HXmpScSwbA_aem_S33WZ8SMAej54vCJZmX_hg


 

My staff recently attended the topping-off ceremony at Hudson Valley Community 
College to celebrate the placement of the final structural beam for the new 
Applied Technology Education Center (ATEC), which is scheduled to open in 2027. 

The new facility will expand workforce training opportunities in high-demand fields 
such as semiconductor manufacturing, renewable energy, building systems, and 
automotive technologies. By providing students with hands-on experience using 
state-of-the-art equipment, ATEC will help build a skilled workforce that meets the 
needs of employers throughout the Capital Region. 

Congratulations to Hudson Valley Community College on reaching this exciting 
milestone. I look forward to seeing the positive impact this investment in 
workforce development will have on our community for years to come. 

 

 

 
Addressing Food Insecurity In the Capital Region 
  

The Regional Food Bank of Northeastern New York held a presentation to discuss 
the growing challenge of food insecurity in the Capital Region. Due to federal 
funding cuts, changes to SNAP eligibility, the affordability crisis, and the USDA's 



 

decision to stop collecting food insecurity data, one in six children and one in eight 
adults in our region are facing food insecurity. 

Supporting local food banks remains one of my top priorities. This year, I secured 
$30,000 for NiskyNOW and $30,000 for the Guilderland Food Pantry to help meet 
the growing need in our communities. Since 2023, I have also secured more than 
$500,000 in capital funding for the Regional Food Bank of Northeastern New York 
to strengthen its ability to serve families across our region. 

I want to thank the Regional Food Bank of Northeastern New York for hosting this 
important briefing and for the incredible work they do every day to fight hunger. I 
remain committed to supporting our local food banks and ensuring they have the 
resources they need to help our neighbors in need. 

 

 

 
Thank You for Joining Our Town Hall 
  



 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Town Hall at the Niskayuna branch of 
the Schenectady County Public Library. I truly appreciate everyone who took the 
time to come out, ask thoughtful questions, share concerns, and participate in an 
open discussion about the issues that matter most to our community. 
 
A special thank you to the staff and volunteers at the Niskayuna Public Library for 
their hospitality and for all of their hard work in helping make this event possible. 
We are grateful for your partnership and for providing such a welcoming space for 
these important conversations. 
Hearing directly from the people I represent is one of the most important parts of 
my job. Your ideas, concerns, and experiences help shape my work in Albany and 
throughout the district. 
 
If you weren’t able to attend but have a question, concern, or topic you’d like to 
discuss, please don’t hesitate to contact my district office at (518) 377-0902. My 
team and I are always happy to hear from you and help however we can. 



 

 

 
Examining the Impact of Medicaid Cuts on Recovery  

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1106987178665911


 

My team attended a panel discussion at the Whitney M. Young Jr. Health 
Center, moderated by Benita Zahn, about how the Medicaid cuts enacted in H.R. 1 
will affect healthcare providers and patients here in the Capital Region. 
 
As Chair of the Assembly Committee on Alcoholism and Substance Abuse, I am 
deeply concerned about what these changes will mean for people seeking 
treatment for substance use disorder. Many individuals in recovery need to leave 
their jobs temporarily to participate in intensive inpatient treatment. Under the 
new work requirements, too many of them could lose their Medicaid coverage at 
the very time they need it most. 
 
No one should have to choose between keeping their health insurance and getting 
lifesaving treatment. These changes risk creating another barrier for people who 
are working to overcome addiction, and I fear they will discourage many from 
seeking the help they need. 
 
With these provisions scheduled to take effect on January 1, 2027, it is critical that 
we continue having these conversations and preparing for their impact on our 
communities. 



 

 

 

 
Welcoming Upbeat Nutrition to the 110th Assembly District 
  

My staff was excited to be a part of the ribbon cutting ceremony for Upbeat 
Nutrition's grand opening on Central Ave. This event was held in partnership with 
the Colonie Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Upbeat Nutrition is run and managed by the owner Michele, her husband, and 
their daughter. Michele was inspired by her husband's health transformation and 
decided to open Upbeat Nutrition to provide our community with delicious, 
healthy drinks. Make sure to stop by and check them out! 



 

 

 

 

Tips & Information 

 
Safety Tips from the Colonie Police Department: Teach Your Child When to 
Call 9-1-1  
  

The Colonie Police Department encourages families to take a few minutes to 
teach children when and how to call 9-1-1. While we all hope they'll never need to 
make that call, knowing what to do in an emergency can help children stay calm 
and get help quickly when every second counts. 



 

Practice these important safety tips together at home: 

• Know when to call 9-1-1 for police, fire, or medical emergencies. 

• Memorize your home address and a parent or guardian's phone number. 

• Stay calm and answer the dispatcher's questions. 

• Stay on the phone with the dispatcher if it's safe to do so. 

• If you're unsure whether it's an emergency, call 9-1-1 and let the dispatcher 
determine the appropriate response. 

A few minutes of preparation today can make a lifelong difference tomorrow. 
Thank you to the Colonie Police Department for sharing these important 
reminders to help keep our families safe. 

 

 

 
Resources for Minority- and Women-Owned Businesses  
  

Minority- and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs) play an important 
role in strengthening New York's economy. Empire State Development has 
launched a new, modernized Empire State WMWBE Hub to make it easier for 



 

businesses to access resources, pursue certification, and connect with 
opportunities to grow. 

Whether you're looking to become a certified MWBE or learn more about the 
programs and services available, visit www.mwbe.esd.ny.gov to get started. 

 

 

  

 

http://www.mwbe.esd.ny.gov/

