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May 8, 2020

The Honorable Andrew Cuomo
Governor, State of New York
Executive Chamber, State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

The Honorable Carl Heastie

Speaker, New York State Assembly
Legislative Office Building, Room 932
Albany, New York 12248

The Honorable Andrea Stewart-Cousins
Majority Leader, New York State Senate
Legislative Office Building, Room 907
Albany, New York 12247

The Honorable John Flanagan

Minority Leader, New York State Senate
Legislative Office Building, Room 909
Albany, New York 12247

Mr. John B. Rhodes

Chair, New York State Public Service Commission
3 Empire State Plaza

Albany, NY 12223

Dear Governor Cuomo, Legislative Leaders & Chairman Rhodes:
As State officials, the past few months have been some of the most challenging we have

ever faced. The COVID-19 pandemic has created unforeseen obstacles and exposed weaknesses
in our State’s infrastructure. One weakness brought to light is that New York’s current



broadband infrastructure in many areas cannot meet the demands of millions of New Yorkers
working and learning from home every day during this pandemic.

Despite efforts to expand broadband services, New York still has many underserved
areas. Members of the Assembly Republican Conference are very thankful that private
companies have stepped up and provided free broadband services where possible. Now it is the
State government’s turn to step up and take the steps necessary to ensure that broadband services
are made available to all New Yorkers in every region of the State, both urban and rural.

Our recommendations to expand broadband access to underserved communities are to:

e Ensure critical infrastructure workers providing access to broadband are considered
essential as the State opens up regionally.
e Through the regional reopening process:
o Utilize school district reopening plans to help identify students and areas that
had access problems during the recent distance learning experience.
o Have businesses include the status of their internet access in their reopening
plans.
o Require the State to submit a report to the Legislature and public detailing the
data received through the regional reopening process.
o Take the information and create a new State-level broadband map to provide a
more detailed overview of areas that lack access.
e Create a hotline to allow individuals to report their lack of access to internet services.
e Create a fair allocation process to ensure that money received from the federal
government is allocated to underserved areas, especially rural upstate New York.
o Any funding we receive should prioritize hardwired broadband over any
expansion of satellite, as it provides a more reliable service for customers.
e Waive any regulatory barriers to expanding broadband lines and access during the
COVID pandemic, and for one year following the expiration of the emergency period.

This pandemic has taught us that we must prepare today for the challenges of tomorrow.
We need to make broadband available to all New Yorkers. Thank you for your prompt
consideration of this important matter.

Gratefully,
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Jake Ashby Will Barclay
107" Assembly District Assembly Minority Leader
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