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The First Amendment
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.

merce can help organize such a cam-
paign. My own doctor’s office told me it
had no plans to contact its patients, be-
cause it did not intend to provide vac-
cines! Doctors, nurses, and pharmacists
need our help to get the word out.

James Barton,
Brighton

Hey, Wegmans, how about putting
a store in Georgia?

So sorry that there is opposition to
Wegmans in Virginia – the greatest
shopping experience. There are many
northerners in Georgia who would be
happy to accommodate the store. And
since I’m moving there next year I’d be
delighted.

Rita Gardner,
Greece

Anti-vaxxers may cost Bills this
season; why not mandate vaccine?

The Buffalo Bills have the biggest
sports following of any team in Western
NY. The Bills’ Monroe County season
ticket base is estimated at over 25%. 

Three key players in the Bills organi-
zation are Cole Beasley, Jordan Poyer
and Josh Allen. Allen is now one of NFL’s
top five paid players. They however are
all anti-vaxxers and may cost the Bills
this season. The Bills organization has
gone into the bunker even addressing
the issue. If we can mandate vaccine for
so many in society, why not the NFL?

Jeff Cooke,
Perinton

Thanks to honest person who
turned in a lost debit card

I would like to send out a big thank
you to a very honest person. On June 20,
I attended a baseball game sponsored
by our church, St. Monica’s. I didn’t wish
to carry my purse, so I just put my debit
card in my pocket. The next morning I
did some shopping and realized I didn’t
put my card back in my wallet. When I
went home to get it, it was missing. Af-
ter frantically looking for it, I decided to
call the ball park and found that some-
one had found it and turned it in. Thank
you so much!

Marcia Lambert,
Gates

Cuomo didn’t recognize due
process until he didn’t get it

Words I never thought I’d type: I
agree with former Gov. Cuomo.

See, neither men nor women are
served by the rush to judgment that
tends to occur whenever the hashtag
#MeToo is thrown about. He’s absolute-
ly correct about that. The problem is
that he’s only recently started to believe
it.

During his tyranny, Gov. Nipple-Ring
championed and signed legislation that
made it exponentially harder for young
men accused of wrongdoing to defend
themselves against such allegations. He
was also among those voices insisting
that Brett Kavanaugh should withdraw
from consideration as a Supreme Court
justice based on significantly less evi-
dence than the evidence we have that
Cuomo is a creep.

No, the only instance during his time
as governor that he has recognized the
importance of due process and the pre-
sumption of innocence is when it was
his own future and reputation on the
line.

Kenneth Michaels,
Brockport

Science is clear that masks help
stop spread of illnesses

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis thinks
masks are of no use in stopping CO-
VID-19. Why then have nurses and doc-
tors worn masks in operating rooms for
close to 100 years? The science is clear:
Masks help stop the spread of conta-
gions.

Susan Murphy,
Webster

Next time, try compassion,
peacemaking instead of war

How many more countries does the
U.S. have to betray before we Americans
acknowledge why “they” hate us? Why
do we only consider “our best interests”
– which usually results in the destruc-
tion of countries and the death of des-
perate and terrified people whom we
think should be grateful? We have
danced this dance too many times to

justify its value.
Perhaps next time we could employ

compassion and peacemaking instead
of military might.

If we don’t, we’ll have a world filled
with people we have made our enemies.

Lyndad Howland,
Pittsford

Mobilize health care pros to
change minds about vaccines

Ongoing resistance to vaccines con-
tinues to prevent society from achieving
herd immunity to COVID-19, guarantee-
ing that America will remain at risk to

the delta variant and even more virulent
variants yet to come. Mobilizing pri-
mary care doctors, nurses and pharma-
cists can help change minds.

According to a June poll conducted
by UChicago Harris/AP-NORC, respon-
dents expressed trust in doctors (70%),
nurses (79%) and pharmacists (75%) to
provide them with advice about their
health.

Unfortunately our health specialists
have not been mobilized into a cam-
paign to reach out to their patients
about the benefits of the vaccine.

The county, our city and towns, and
organizations like the Chamber of Com-
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For years, we have known that our
child care ecosystem was hanging on
by a thread. 

Providers can barely cover costs and
employees’ low wages don’t reflect the
importance of their work. Even before
the pandemic, child care was out of
reach for too many families. It was not
available – Rochester had 1,000 slots
for 9,000 children under the age of two;
and, across Monroe County, there were
only three slots for every 10 kids. 

And it was not affordable – a year of
child care in New York is often more ex-
pensive than a year of in-state college
tuition. While assistance exists for low-
income families, the subsidy system
can be difficult to navigate and doesn’t
cover enough families. 

Then COVID-19 hit, throwing the en-
tire system into a tailspin. As business-
es closed and people lost their jobs or
began working from home, child care
providers saw enrollment plummet and
had to lay off staff and close their doors.
Roughly 1,500 providers shut down
statewide since the beginning of the
pandemic, and child care employment
statewide is down 15% from pre-pan-
demic levels. This left working parents
with few options. Almost three million
women have left the workforce across
the country during the course of the
pandemic, many because of caregiv-
ing-related concerns. 

The importance of the child care
system has never been more evident.
But the child care system in New York is
on the verge of collapse. The question
now is not only how do we recover, but
how can we take this moment and
transform for the better?

The fight to convince the public and
our fellow elected officials that invest-

ments in child care are investments in
the nation’s infrastructure has been a
long one, but families now have reason
to be optimistic about child care policy
efforts at the state and federal level.
Over the last year and half, the rapidly
changing realities of American families
have emphasized the need for signifi-
cant investment into child care and
supporting families. It’s now clear that
for working parents, the child care pro-
vider they rely on is just as critical to
getting to work as the roads they drive
to the office. 

The 2021 American Rescue Plan rec-
ognized this reality, and infused much-
needed investment into New York to
help shore up our fragile child care sys-
tem. It included $1.1 billion for the Child
Care Stabilization Fund and another
$705 million for the Child Care and De-
velopment Block Grant. That federal
funding for New York was supplement-
ed by another $600 million passed into
the FY2022 state budget. Those re-
sources and the changing tide of public
opinion gave us a real opportunity to
transform child care in our state. 

Along with the increase in funding,
New York also advanced a series of
critical improvements to child care over
the past year. The state legislature en-
sured that the state’s budget agree-
ment included measures to guarantee
that child care providers are reim-
bursed to help cover their costs when
children stay home sick, increased the
eligibility for childcare subsidies to up
to 200% of the federal poverty level
statewide, and limited out-of-pocket
costs for families receiving child care 

Bolstering child care as
vital as rebuilding roads

Your Turn
Kirsten Gillibrand and Sarah Clark

Guest columnists

The fight to convince the public and
our fellow elected officials that
investments in child care are
investments in the nation’s
infrastructure has been a long one,
but families now have reason to be
optimistic about child care policy
efforts at the state and federal level.

See CHILD CARE, Page 15B

In early July, Julie Anderson got up
at 3 a.m. to make the long drive from
suburban Chicago to a central Illinois
prison to see her son, who is serving a
60-year sentence.

When she got there, she offered the
guard at the front desk her vaccine
card, assuming there was a need for
proof of vaccination to enter the visit-
ing room. The guard seemed surprised,
Anderson stated during an interview.
As she recalled, it was as if the prison
official was seeing a visitor vaccination
card for the first time. 

Anderson’s son had been vaccinat-
ed, along with about 70% of Illinois’ in-
carcerated population – but most staff
across Illinois prisons have not been
vaccinated. Statewide, just 41% of Illi-
nois prison workers have been fully
vaccinated, compared with about 60%
of adults in the state.

“My son was not sentenced to die in
prison,” Anderson said. “But now I live
in constant fear that he will die of CO-
VID behind bars.” 

On Aug. 4, Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker
announced a vaccine mandate for state
prison employees, a move that all gov-
ernors should now follow. Without
mandates, the largely unvaccinated
people who work in prisons are likely to
become a primary source of viral
spread in the community – not to men-
tion a possible source of new variants.

The low rates of vaccination among
prison staff in Illinois are emblematic
of a much larger national problem.

Across the United States, unvacci-
nated corrections staff are helping to
fuel a public health emergency. In the
majority of states that report this data,
fewer than half of prison staff have got-
ten a shot, according to data collected
by the UCLA Law COVID-19 Behind
Bars Data Project. This is a particularly
alarming fact considering that at least
114,000 prison workers have been in-
fected with COVID-19 since the start of
the pandemic, at least three times the

rate of the overall population. 
In recent weeks, governors in Cali-

fornia and New York have announced
that all state employees, including
state prison workers, would be required
to submit proof of vaccination or face
weekly testing. Following suit, New
Jersey, Illinois and Pennsylvania joined
the list of states requiring vaccines or
weekly testing for those working inside
prisons.

For more than eight months now, far
too many prison staff nationwide, who
received priority access to vaccines,
have proved unwilling to get vaccinat-
ed. It’s time for elected officials to step
in to avoid another wave of outbreaks
inside their prisons.

In the absence of mandates, incar-
cerated people will continue to pay the
price for staff’s stubborn refusal. As a
result of the threat posed by high num-
bers of unvaccinated workers, Ander-
son said, her fully vaccinated son has
been on lockdown for more than 20
hours per day for the past 18 months. At
the time of publication for this column,
the number of COVID-19 cases among
incarcerated people in Illinois was
close to 100; among prison staff that
number topped 120. 

Lockdowns are the primary strategy
prisons have employed to control out-
breaks, and they can be torturous for
people inside.

Across the country, visitation re-
mains limited and, where allowed,
takes place with masks behind plexi-
glass shields. 

For nearly 18 months, all educational
and recreational activities have been 

As rates rise, mandate
vaccine for prison staff 
Your Turn
Amanda Klonsky and Erika Tyagi

Guest columnists
For more than eight months now, far
too many prison staff nationwide,
who received priority access to
vaccines, have proved unwilling to
get vaccinated. It’s time for elected
officials to step in to avoid another
wave of outbreaks inside their
prisons.

See PRISONS, Page 15B
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In fact, the Institute has already
achieved our energy efficiency and
greenhouse gas emissions goals in just
the first four years of our existence.
These achievements equate to saving
more than 180 million barrels of oil per
year and eliminating the annual emis-
sions of about 15 million cars. 

Manufacturers across the country
and around the world understand that

time is of the essence in order to avoid
the future’s most catastrophic climate
scenarios. They are transitioning from
the old linear economy of “take-make-
dispose” to a circular economy of
“make-use-reuse-remanufacture-re-
cycle.” Many of our own manufacturing
partners - including Unilever and oth-
ers - have a significant stake in this
fight.

John Kerry, the Special Presidential
Envoy for Climate who is leading the
U.S.’s delegation to the 2021 United Na-
tions Climate Change Conference in
Glasgow this November, recently stated
that “50% of the reductions we have to
make to get to net-zero ... are going to

have to come from technologies that we
don’t yet have.”

Kerry is right. REMADE and our part-
ners – along with many, many others -
are hard at work developing new tech-
nologies every day. One can only imag-
ine what could be accomplished with
even more investment in research and
technological advances. 

We could, in truth, avoid disaster
and instead create a cleaner, greener
and more circular future for all of us.

Nabil Nasr is CEO of the REMADE In-
stitute and the Director of the Golisano
Institute for Sustainability at Rochester
Institute of Technology.

Climate
change
Continued from Page 14B

one doubts they are carved on any
stone monuments – yet they fit this
particular moment. And if you wonder
what moment that might be, consider
that Saturday’s demonstrations aren’t
just about commemoration, but also an
urgent protest demanding that Con-
gress pass legislation to protect Afri-
can-American voting rights.

And then consider what a disheart-
ening sentence that is in 2021. You’d
think that fight was won long ago. And
in a sense, it was. It was won in 1870
with ratification of the 15th Amend-
ment. It was won in 1915 when the Su-
preme Court struck down the so-called
“grandfather clause.” It was won in 1965
with passage of the Voting Rights Act.
Now we are required to win it yet again,
eight years after the Supreme Court
tore the heart out of the Voting Rights
Act, with gleeful Republicans passing
new laws designed to suppress the
Black vote.

Progress shadowed by setback.
Dreams deferred. It is the story of our
lives.

“I’m tired,” said the great man, in an
America so long past that telephones
had rotary dials, TV was in black-and-
white and Barack Obama was a 5-year-
old boy living in Hawaii. And indeed,
there was about King a palpable ex-
haustion as he addressed that America,
standing there in shirt sleeves, face
puffy, mopping at sweat that trickled
down his neck, describing how it felt to
live under constant threat of death. “I
must confess, I’m tired,” he said yet
again.

There’s still a lot of that going
around. Not that anyone should be sur-
prised. Consider that, 55 years later, we
find ourselves fighting for what we al-
ready won, for what we never should
have had to fight for in the first place
and, yes, for what should have been
ours at birth. Worse, we have seen
hard-won progress erased by politi-
cians with oily lies and disingenuous
grins.

Tired? We have every reason to be.
Yet, when Saturday comes, many of

us will nevertheless take to the streets
or go on line to join Dr. King’s family, the
Rev. Al Sharpton and many other lumi-
naries in dozens of protests, rallies and
town halls from South Florida to North
Washington state (for the one nearest
you, go to marchonforvotingrights.org).
In the process, they will follow after
King who, for all the exhaustion he ex-
pressed that day in ’66, never stopped
demanding that America be what
America said it was.

It is patriotism with clear eyes, patri-
otism with its work clothes on and
sleeves rolled up. It is a patriotism –
some might call it stubbornness – that
has empowered our generations. Yes,
we are tired of marching for our civil
and human rights.

Too tired to stop.
Leonard Pitts Jr. is a columnist for

the Miami Herald. Contact him at
lpitts@miamiherald.com.

Pitts
Continued from Page 14B

Center (L-R): Martin Luther King III, his wife Arndrea Waters King, and Rev. Al
Sharpton, stand with locked arms praying with Texas Legislative Black Caucus
members at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial July 28. Civil rights leaders
and members were meeting to discuss actions to stop restrictive voting,
announcing a national march on August 28. CHERISS MAY/GETTY IMAGES

“I’m tired of marching. Tired of
marching for something that
should’ve been mine at birth.”
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Civil rights activist

that minorities don’t test well. Is that
not racist on its face? Why don’t
schools focus on bringing struggling
students of whatever race or back-
ground up to a standard instead of
lowering the bar and making their di-
plomas worth less than Confederate
money?

Since the 1960s, many public
schools have been used by secular pro-
gressives to indoctrinate children,
with the apparent goal of turning them
into reliable liberal voters. It began
with the elimination of prayer and Bi-
ble reading, progressed to forced busi-
ng (which was supposed to improve
the education of minority students but
had mixed results), and now we are at
the point of gender identity, requiring
teachers to ask students which pro-
noun they prefer. Who can reliably
predict what is coming next?

One preview of coming distractions
came earlier this month, when the
Loudon County, Virginia, School
Board voted 7-2 to pass a policy on the
“rights of transgender and gender-ex-
pansive students.” Vehement protests
by parents were ignored.

Once the sky was the limit for what
hardworking students could achieve.
Now it appears there are no limits to
the depths to which we can plunge.
Success is not to be honored, every-
body gets a trophy, and failure is being
eliminated.

China has another reason to cele-
brate following the messy U.S. with-
drawal of forces from Afghanistan.
Chinese students far outperform their
international peers in reading, math
and science. According to 2018 results
from the Program for International
Student Assessment, U.S. students
ranked 25th in science, reading and
math worldwide. China was first.

Public schools may be the oldest
monopoly in America. While govern-
ment has broken up other monopolies,
such as the phone company, public
schools remain intact. Initially,
schools met in churches. When they
acquired their own buildings, they
continued to teach basic subjects. The
McGuffey Readers were widely used in
public schools from the mid-19th to
early 20th centuries. They included
proverbs about the virtues of honesty
and hard work, even Bible verses. Now
those are out and metal detectors are
in, especially in many urban schools. 

Students once said the Pledge of Al-
legiance before classes began. The
pledge has been eliminated in some
schools. The explanation is many kids
come from other countries.

There are currently 27 voucher pro-
grams in 16 states and the District of
Columbia, according to Education
Commission of the States. It is hypo-
critical for those who favor choice
when it comes to abortion to oppose
choice for the education of children
fortunate enough to have been born.

Expanding school choice to every
state should be a major issue in the
next two elections, with parents and
children – especially minorities – tes-
tifying to the difference the ability to
choose a good school has made in their
lives.

Thomas
Continued from Page 14B

subsidies. The state legislature also
passed two critical provisions awaiting
a governor’s signature. 

First, legislation that would give pro-
viders the option of receiving subsidy
payments through direct deposit, end-
ing the days of waiting for a paper check
in the mail. And, second, legislation to
ensure that New York’s Child Care
Availability Task Force composed of
families, providers, state leaders and
other stakeholders will continue to
oversee this multibillion-dollar invest-
ment and ensure these resources are
distributed quickly and to those who
need it the most.

But our work is not done. Our coun-
try and our state must continue to in-
vest in child care infrastructure. The
American Families Plan includes criti-
cal measures to bolster our care econo-
my, ensuring that low- and middle-in-
come families pay no more than 7% of
their income on child care. It also ex-
pands the Child and Dependent Care
Tax Credit, providing relief to families
struggling to afford the high cost of
child care. These proposals must be a
part of our infrastructure plans moving
forward. 

To truly transform the child care sys-
tem, we must raise wages for our care-
givers, which will help attract and re-
tain a quality workforce, and support

providers with subsidies that actually
cover the true cost of providing high
quality care. We also need to recognize
the needs of modern families by decou-
pling work hours from eligibility so that
the system no longer punishes low-
wage workers with unpredictable
schedules, and increase reimburse-
ment rates for non-traditional hour
care so that parents who work nights

and weekends or are enrolled in higher
education have more options. 

The time to guarantee universal ac-
cess to affordable, quality child care is
now. It will not only move us toward a
full recovery but ensure that New York
will thrive for generations to come.

Kirsten Gillibrand is a U.S. senator
from New York. Sarah Clark is a state
Assembly member.

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand speaks during a rally organized by the “Paid Leave for
All” cross-country bus tour, as Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer cheers
on Aug. 4 in Washington, D.C. The bus tour made a stop near the U.S. Capitol to
hold the rally along with the advocacy group “Care Can’t Wait,” and call on
lawmakers to pass a national paid leave policy. GETTY IMAGES

Child care
Continued from Page 13B

suspended, and incarcerated people
have had few opportunities to get out
of their prison cells.

Incarcerated people have already
suffered from the inaction of prison of-
ficials. More than 2,700 people have
died from COVID-19 in state and feder-
al prisons.

The increase in deaths is also a re-
flection of the dangerous and inhu-
mane conditions faced by the nearly
1.8 million people – a disproportionate
number of whom are Black and Latinx
– that already existed in American
prisons long before the pandemic
struck.

For more than a year, too many poli-
ticians have deflected responsibility
for managing this crisis behind bars,
allowing prison officials to set their
own rules for managing the pandemic.
Multiple lawsuits and a California Of-
fice of the Inspector General investiga-
tion have revealed prison administra-
tors ignoring public health impera-
tives. 

As prison staff continue to refuse
vaccines en masse, it’s increasingly
clear they haven’t learned their lesson.
The only remaining question is wheth-
er our elected officials have. 

Amanda Klonsky is a research and
policy fellow at the UCLA Law COVID
Behind Bars Data Project. You can find
her at www.amandaklonsky.net.

Erika Tyagi is a data science fellow
at the UCLA Law COVID Behind Bars
Data Project. 

Prisons
Continued from Page 13B


